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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE PRESERVATION
OF Th€ VALJEVO MOUNTAINS

'Likemanybeforeus, through our work, wetrytofinda
bidden place for ourselves in the bistory of the world.
And life icself is like a mountain. Wich every step
we take, we steal a parc of its beauty and change it

forever. Will we know bow to preserve allthat gives it |
meaning and makes it atcractive to the generations

that follow? We must believe that we can protect
the nacural resources encrusted to us as the very
source of life. And we mustlearn to understand their
barmony, wbich is the essence of knowledge and the

‘true value of what we bave inbericed. And then, with
all our strength and the skill that bas been granted
To us by the Lord—we must work to protectic! *

Gbe mountain (Daljen was, ac different times, taken
from the Serbs by Dungarian, Buscrian, Bulgarian,
Ottoman, andGermanrulers.Gheareawasoftennotc
only the border of the Pannonian Sea and its sbhores,
- bur also the front line of many empires and armies.
Rulers came and went, leaving bebind traces of their
presence and the battles they fought. Ghe Romans
left Lastva and the foundacions of the Bela Stena

fortress: the Nungarians and Austrians Strazara: -

the Nemanjic dynasty, the monascery (Danascirica
and Kraljev Sto: the (Drnjavcevic family, the village
of Krcmar and (Darkovi Canci: setclers, Niksicko
Field, Kosjeric, Uskokovine...

Ghis book is not a scientific document, yeticis based
on available sources, and it will certainly contain
omissions that future auchors and enthusiasgs will
correct. Nere, we will record and explain, wherever
possible, the origins of many (Daljen and Divcibare
toponyms, and revive the memory of their sources
and the myths that permeate them. We will also list .
all the toponyms of the modern age, though they
will bave to withstand thé test of time. Gbese stories
are intended to belp the people and entrepreneurs
of (Daljen spark their imaginacion and enrichb the
region’s tourist offer—bringing prospericy to our
homeland, and restand delight to its visitors. Gbere
will be new books, and there will be new toponyms.

(Day these writings contribute to the preservation
of the beauciful Valjevo mountains, and may they
serve as a kind of coyenant and a foundacion of
knowledge for future generacions, just.as the works
of earlier authors bave been for us.

€njoy.
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THE LEGEND

OF THE DIVCIBARE -

FAIRY

Gbe story is based on bistorical records, existing

legends, and archaeological research. Gbe fairy is a

fictional character that connects them and gives
them new meaning

DIVCIBARE RAZVIGORA

@ ' @ nthebearcof (Daljen’, sbeltered by the warm
@ breach of the fairy Razvigora®, the gentle

flowering meadows of Divcibare came alive—

"Divine* waters” (Bozanske vode), as Noab* bimself .

named them in graticude, wbhen on a stormy night
of the Great Flood®, Razvigora's winds guidéd bis
Ark toward the safe barbor of Povlen®. Gbrougbout
the turbulent ages and wars that bave never ceased
upon the €arth, Divcibare bas been a refuge and a
shelter for peoplefleeing the towns, while its bealing
winds’ carried bope of recovery and long life. So ic
remains to this day.

b 8}5 6idden from morcal eyes, Razvigora dwells’

= Qdeep within the forest, in the Fairy Grove?
IR beneach the former Beli (Danastir (coday
the Cburch of Saint Nicholas®), near the Skakalo

Waterfall®.No oneknows exactly wheresbelives. Ghe
wacerfall is nearly impossible to reach", and many -
who dared seek ber fell from the cliff and vanisbed
into the whirlpools of the river (Danascirica” upon
seeing ber.

When greac suffering struck upon the world,
- And Noab strove to save ic with bis Ark,
Gbe sea rose upward, reaching to the beavens,
- Ghe waves struck fiercely, smiting at the clouds.
Gben Noab called upon bis God in prayer,
‘And raised bis bands unto the throne up bigh.

While Noab bowed before bis God in faich,
A breach divine directed bim to safecy.
Gbe divine fairy, goddess Razvigora,
_ With saving winds bore forch the Ark,
And moored it safely on the isle of Povlen.

Gbe waters spread through the Pannonian Sea,
A boundless flood that covered all the world.
Uetthereremained the guardian, thefay, -
And Noab named the land Divcibare,
Gokeep remembrance of the mighty Flood,
And of the fairy’s breach that brought salvation.

IMPERIAL ROADS

B ince ancient times, the Imperial Road® bas
2; 3 led across Divcibare toward the capicals of

Aempires. With their armed garrisons and
fortified towns, rulers controlled the transport
of ore from nearby mines, protected mercbant
caravans, and often charged colls.
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Around the road stretchbed dark, dense forests,
because of wbich the wider region of (Daljen—
extending all the way to the mountains of Povlen
and Suvobor—bas ‘long been called .Crna Gora®
(‘Black (ountain’), with its Crni Vrbovi® (Black
Peaks) and Crne Reke Ramenice” (Black Stone
Rivers). In earlier times, this was the site of milicary

strongbolds of the lllyrians, Celts, Romans, Avars...

Fortifications were torn down and rebuilc agam in
the ames of ceaseless wars.

TﬁG FORTRGSS OF BELA STGDH OF
TSHRDHSHD

T be Serbian king, lacer Gsar Dusan the
% gbty', withthe aid of thefairy Razvigora,
rebut[t“" the Beli Grad near the present-day
village of Krcmar®. Dusan’s city was called Bela
Stena?, after the cliff wbhere it was founded, and ic

guarded theentrancestotheempirefromthenorch.
Gbe fairy promised bim that no one could destroy

" thecity, savetheband of aSerbian ruler. She gave him

a signet ring, wbichb would grant any fucure ruler
the right to destroy the fortress and the power to
summon ber aid if the town needed defense. Dusan

brought migbty eagles, Nemanjic wbite-beaded

vultures®, to watch over and warn the knights of

lurkingdangerswhilebereignedinimperialPrizren®.

Razvigora was the Kking’s favorite, bestowing
strengthupon bis invincible army, and be, in return,
protected the people of Divcibare from barsb levies,
evil, and suffering. Gbe king was so mighty that be
bound the demon of the underworld and death, the
cursed (Dorana*, who tormented the people wich
magic. With the prayers of (Dount Athos monks, be
sbackled ber with silver and buried ber in thesbaft
of the old Divcibare mine beneath Golubac?,

Gbrough Divcibare wound the ancient pachs, -

- Gbe Roman roads, then Dubrovnik's in their time,

From ages past they stretched on every side.
Gowers rose, and fortresses were built,
(Diners dug, and strong foundacions were laid:

- Some cities fell, while otbers took their place.

KKk

When Bulgars plundered Krcmar in their wrath,
Gbe old and young, all fled in baste,

Fled onward, seeking sbelter in the bills.
Gbere Razvigora, fairy good and kind,
Received them in the bosom of the mountains,
Go guard their souls and grancth em peace and
resc.

Gbe gentle fairy struck Beli Grad down,
‘With breath that morzals call the raging wind,
And leveled it upon the darkened earch.
Gbe Bulgars turned and drew their armies back,
While all the folk came forth from Divcibare,

Go live their fates in quiet and in peace. .

*3kk

Gben came the mighty bost of Serbia,
Gbe countless legions of the mighty Gsar,
Dusan the Digbzty, king of all the Serbs.

At the greattable sat the sovereign lord,
While lynxes paced in watch about bisthrone,
And vulcures soared in flocks across the sky.
RNe fortified Bela Stena, both town and mount,
And spoke these words unto the fairy Razvigora:
"Gbis city I sball guard from every barm,
From (Dorana’s curse and other sorrows dire.
But grantme, fairy, thy immortal power,
Gbac I may burlthe hungars o'er the Sava.”’
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Gbe fairy gave ber strength into bis band,
And Dusan pressed the hungars backin flight.
(Digbty Dusan with bis noble’ knigbts
Gook Belgrade swiftly, conquered itwith ease:
De drove the Nungars o'er the Sava wide,

By fairy wind unto the plains of Srem. .

RRALJEV STO AND ThE BATTLE
- OF 6GOLUBAC

i B . uring‘Dusan’s reign, a powerful invading
§ army led by the Dungarian King Cbarles,

22 numbering over 80,000 soldiers, swept into
Sumadija and dealt beavy blows to the Serbian

_army. Ac the king’s call, Razvigora came to aid the

troops, and with ber breath, sbe infused strength
into the brave knights and their borses, spurring
them into a counterattack. Pusbed back by the
Serbian forces, the Nungarians retreated all the
way to the Divcibare border, to the Golubac Field,
where the most imporctant bactle took place. King

Dusan and bis command oversaw the battle from .

the beights that locals now call Kraljev Sto ("King's
Gable’) in memory of bis rule in the region. Gbe
invaders regrouped with reinforcements arriving
fromQungary and began pressingthe Serbian forces
in a decisive bactle. Gben the fairy unleasbhed ber
descruccive winds, forcing the Dungarians to falcer
and recreat incto the dense forests of the Golubac
peaks. Gbere, to their misforctune, they became easy
prey for the brave Serbian knights. Gbe ﬁungarmn
king survived the battle with severe wounds and
withdrew to bis kingdom.

@{5[1 bus ended one of the mostimportancbactles
% % of Dusan in the 14th century with a Serbian
victory. At Bela Stena, the Serbian king
reviewed bis victorious army and richly rewarded

them. Following this defeat, the Rungarians lost
(Dacva and Belgrade.

PRINCE ANDRIJAS
MRNJAVCEVIC

, @; @ frer the sudden death of Gsar Dusan

and the defeat of the Serbian army at
@;‘%\W 3 (Darica, fate placed the responsibilicy on
Prince Andrijas, son of King Vukasin (Drnjavcevic
and brother of the later greatest Serbian bero,
Prince (Darko®, to govern the city of Bela Stena
and protect the nortbern lands from further
Rungarian invasions”. Ne carried wicth bim Gsar
Dusan’s signet ring, which opened the royal gates
of the city and gave bim the power to summon
the fairy Razvigora for aid wbenever be wisbed.

Gbe prince and the fairy grew fond of each other.
She grancted bim ber power, and Andrijas became
invincible. in batcle. Ilo one could conquer Bela
Stena.

THhE CURSED TRIBE OF OSMAN AND
: ThE BATTLE OF RKOSOVO

be powerful Ottoman Empire?, with its
; overwbelming force, relenclessly conquered

lands and peoples across Asia, Africa,
and €urope. After the destruction of the Serbian
army and the death of King Vukasin (Drnjavcevic
at the (Darica River”, Noly Prince Lazar*, bimself
perisbing in the terrible Bactle of Kosovo® in 1389,
dealr a severe blow to the Ottoman Empire along
with bis knights.






T be Otromans took the next fifty years to
% %mcov& from this defeat. Uet even this
could not stop the wave of people and
armies advancing from the souch.. Relentlessly
pusbing nortbward toward €urope and Serbian
towns, the Ottomans repeatedly laid siege. albeit

unsuccessfully, to Prince Andrijas and to Bela Stena.

When (Dighty Dusan perished from this world, -
: Ghen Detos ruled upon Divcibare’s field,
- Iluscrious lord in serviceto Lazar.
De cbristened all the land beneach bis band,;
Gave hilandar abundanc giftandgrace,
And sougbt the favor of Saint Panceleimon.

Buc from the south the Gurks in fury came,
Gbey plundered villages and ruined towns
Wich (Dorana, to bring the empire down.
Upon the MDarica, the fatal stream,
(Dany Serbs perisbed in sorrow and pain,
Drunk with wine, they fell and knew no dawn.

Ghey were avenged by Obilic the brave,
.Who struck and slewthe sultan Durac chere,
On Kosovo, the field of crimson bloom.
Uet Lazar too was slain by Gurkisb bands,
Betrayed to death by wrathful Osmanlis:
Gbey setbis boly bead upon a stake.

Gben Stefan, wise Despot and Lazar's son,
Inberited the Dorava’'s domains,
With Detos' field of fair Divcibare,
And under it Beli 6rad and Stena,
Which Razvigora, fairy, quarded well
From the beginning to the end of time.

Gbe flowery meads of lovely Divcibare
Gbe Despot gave in dowry to bis kin,
his son-in-law, the king of Dungary.

Qet not long after Stefan perished aswell, | ;
Gben Brankovic family received the land,
And gave the town to Andrijas the king.

Gbe brother of (Darko, the princely lord,
Andrijas, son of Vukasin the king;,
Began to raise the towers and the walls;
Go guard the empire from the Dungar threac.

-Gben fairy Razvigora, flew to bis aid, -
" And offered bim the gift of ber power.

Go Andrijas; the master of the town,
Beli 6rad, and the fortress, Bela Stena,
Sbe spoke: "Go Dusan once I gave my vow,
Gbac I would aid the city in its need,
6o shield it well, To keep it unconquered:

Call me, and I sball come when thou bastneed.”

- Andrijas raised the towers bigh anew,
Set strong the ramparts of fair Bela Stena,
And bound in stone the fortress walls of old,
Of Beli Grad lying under Divcibare.

And in bis labor Razvigora belped,
Gbe noble spirit, fairy merciful.

And many times the Dungars made their charge,
Gbey stormed the walls to take the city down,
But Andrijas would summon forth the fay,
And sbe in battle lent ber strength to bim.
Gbe more she fought beside bim,

Gbe dearer vo bis soul she grew.

When be would sleep, be dreamed of ber alone,
When be would sing, bis songs were all of ber.
Rer lips became for bim a draugbt of wine
Ghat overcame bis senses every nigbt.
Until one morning thus be spoke to self:
"Go, find ber now, and let ber be thy love.”
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Gben peasants of the village Kremar said:
"Razvigora dwells within a bidden cave,
DNear by the waters of the waterfall Skakalo,
Gbe rusbing stream that plunges from the cliff.
(Den say that lynxes keep ber company,
And vultures serve ber as ber vassals”

When Andrijas bad learned where sbe abides, .
Re girded on bis sword with shining eyes,
Dis bow whose arrows fly as swift as birds,
- his mace of gold that gleams as brightas sun,

.. 6o light bis path through darkness of the night,

And setbis course to seek the fairy maid. -

Gbrougb Crna Gora and the Mount Daljen
Andrijas wandered for many days:
Save for the stag and for the eagle’s cry,
Pe metno man upon the lonesome pach.
Buc on the seventh day be beard the stream,
And thought: “Gbe Fairy Grove is near at last.”

De made bis way down througb the forest,
A steep descent of manyfold perils,
And there be saw the fairy ac ber bach,
Beneath the torrent of the Skakalo.
Der robe lay folded on the river’s bank,
Beside it shone ber golden fairy veil.

Ne seized the veil and robbed ber of ber might,
And led the fairy wich bim to bis ball. .

Ne decked ber out with silver and wich gold.
Arrayed ber in a gown of emerald bue,
And crowned ber with the diadem of love:
_€ach day with ber was greater joy anew.

Gbrougb Divcibare oft they walked in peace,
Gbey stamped their love upon the flowery meads,

And every blossom breathed their sweet emotions.

De wove for ber white garlands out of narcissi,
And set the wreachs of white flowers in ber bair.
Gbus Razvigora loved Andrijas in recurn.

THG DEATH OF HDDR;UZ&S

?[’ earmngtbat thefairy gave bim strengtch, tbe'

Ottoman beys went to imperial €dirne® o

find a Sibirbaz (a man who pracrices black
magic) to,bytheSultan’sorders, performaspellchat -
would strip Andrijas of bis fairy powers and kill bim.
Unable to oppose the fairy with bis own magic, the
Sibirbaz directed them to the old mine on Divcibare,
where the cursed (Dorana was imprisoned. De
gave them magic to lull the royal lynxes guarding

. the mine entrance and told tbem wbere to dig up
_the mine and find (Dorana. "..Go reward with gold

worthy of a Sultan and promise vengeance, ‘and
in return sbe would reveal the secret of Andrijas’s
vulnerability and belp them kill bim." And so they
did. Gbe cursed (Dorana accepred the gifts and the
sweet taste of revenge. She revealed the secret: the
fairy veil be wore around bis neck gave power to
Andrijas, and the weakness the (Drnjavcevic family
could not resist was the red wine, withb which she
bad already deceived them at the (Darica River. She
told them: "..gather 13 of the greatest Otroman
warriors, kill the old innkeeper along the road to
Bela Stena, and lie in wait at theinn for Andrijas.”
And so they did. Gbe cursed (Dorana transformed

into a beautiful innkeeper, (Dara, with flowing bair
and ample bosom. She emerged from the dug-up
mine past the sleeping lynxes and headed to the

~.crossroads wbere the inn stood. Gbe unfortunate

innkeeper bad already been killed by the Ottomans,
and (Dara, seeing the bero Andrijas recurning to
town on borseback, ran to meet bim and deceived

- bim, claiming a message from bis brother (Darko:

".xbat be bad arrived from distanc Prilep* and to
wait for bim ac the inn uncil be returned from the
battlefield.” Andrijas, delighted to bear from bis
brothber, entered the inn, and the enchanting (Dara
brougbt red wine and quickly got bim drunk. Sbhe
removedchefairyveilfrombisneck and gave asignal
to the Ottoman assassins, disguised as Dubrovnik
mercbants*, to killbim. And so they did.
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Ghen a white-beaded vulture cried out from the sky
s0 loudly it could be beard all the way to imperial
Prilep, signaling that misfortune bad fallen upon
the white town and the peaceful Divcibare fields.
Prince (Darko, bearing the cry, immediacely saddled
bis borse Sarac®, took up bis six-bladed mace, and
rode to aid bis brotber, unaware of the tragedy. Gbe
Otromans bid Andrijas’s body under cthe fairy veil so
that neither gods nor demons could find bim while
they waited for the army from €dirne to attack the
fortifiedcown of Bela Stena.

When the Gurks encircled the cicy,
Beli Grad beneath Bela Stena,
Ghey besieged it time and again
At Rrcmar, under Divcibare's beights,
Uet the city never fell to their bands,
And their mighty bost was struck down.

Just as the Gurks began to lose faich,
Into their camp there came a youch,
A youth from the city of Stambol.

A plume fell low across bis brow,
Daggers gleamed at bis girdled waist,
De tilred bis fez and spoke to them:

.In the beart of the silver mine
Gbe cursed (Dorana bas dwelc for ages.
Rer powers are many and terrible,
Der gaze can bewitchb the bravest knighz,
Rer smile can drain the strongest one.
Uetbound in silver, ber migbtis broken.”

When Osman Jusuf Aga beard this,
He summoned forth bis scouts at once,
And among them the spabi Radoje.
Gbus spoke the mighty Jusuf Aga:
,Seek the silver mine of Divcibare,
Bring forth to me (Dorana in chains.”

Swiftly rode the Gurkisb scouts,
Across the slopes of (Dount (Daljen,
6o seek the mine of silver deep,
Where the cursed (Dorana dwelt.
When they reacbed the Crni Vrb peak,
Gbere Radoje found the silver mine.

Ghey drew forth (Dorana from the shaft,
: Gbe cursed one, bound in silver.
.- And the Ottoman warriors cried:
,Slay for us the king Andrijas,
And we shall grant you libercy,
From the will of our great Sulcan.”

When sbe beard the words they spoke,
(Dorana answered with ber voice:
,Bring me thirteen chosen warriors,
Strike down the innkeeper at Kremar,
-~ And I sball bring you Andrija,

Andrijas, son of King Vukasin."

Gbe Gurks beard and swiftly scattered,
€ach to gather men of war.
Gbhey brougbt six of their beroes,
- Amongthem migbty Sulejman,
Wbo struck down the Kremar innkeeper,
And castbis severed bead before ber.

Gben (Dorana took another form,
She became (Dara, slender and fair.
From ber eyes the sunlight poured,

From ber lips sweet boney flowed.,

About ber brow, golden bairunbound, *
RNer breasts like ripened apples sbone.

(Dara knew the curse of the (Drnjavcevic,
Who sougbt their solace in red wine,
Cursing their cruel and bitzer fate.
So'sbe awaited King Andrijas,
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Beside the tavern by Dobroska River,
With piccbers of wine within ber bands.

Gbe sun sank bebind Bela Stena,
And down the road came King Andrijas,
Riding forth toward Beli Grad.

* Passing by the radianct (Dara,
Debebeld the sunlightin ber eyes,
And sbe called to bim wich gentle words:

JRestawbhile, O King Andrijas,
Rest but a moment, King of Bela Stena.
Gby brother (Darko sent me with bis word,
Go bring thee tidings from far Prilep,
Of thy fatber, King Vukasin,
And of thy motber. Queen Jelena.’

" Deceived, Andrijas balced bis borse.
- (Dara poured bim crimson wine,

And with ber smile sbe bewitcbed bis gaze.
From ber lips sweet honeyed words flowed,
€nricing the king to drink still more,
Uncil Andrijas fell into a dream.

Gben from the tavern the Gurks leapt forch,
Gbey struck the king down by treachery.
‘Gbey took from bim bis veil and rings,
And bore them to Osman Jusuf Aga.

Re gave (Dara a measure of gold;

And freedom in the name of the Sultan.

‘TGRRJBLG NEWS

@ be fairy Razvigora searcbed in vain for ber
gl% beloved Andrijas.Shemovedcliffsandforests

with ber stcrong winds, gazingatthe distant
borizon and the silbouette of ber lost beloved. Even

today, the most beauriful viewpoints are where she
once moved mouncains. Sbe rejoiced when, in the

distance, sbe saw Prince (Darko riding coward the

‘town and flewto meechim, full of bope. When (Darko

dismounced bis borse Sarac, beembraced ber, saidbe
badbeard ofthe danger,and asked abouchisbrother.

Gben imperial vulrures descended and cold them
of the terrible fate of Andrijas. Gbe fairy burst
into inconsolable tears, from wbich springs on:
(Daljen® boiled (some still call them the viline suze
(fairy tears)), and (Darko swore by the name of the
(Drnjavcevic family that be would take revenge on
the innkeeper (Dara and the Ottomans for this

‘crime.

PRINCE (DARKO AVENGES NIS
BROTHER

@ @ s the all-seeing imperial vultures bad told

them, they went to the abandoned mine.
5 Q% 3 Gbey found broken chains and confirmed
that Dorana was free again and bad transformed
into the beauciful (Dara. Razvigora gave all ber
powers to Prince arko, making bim an invincible
bero?. But she warned bim that it was impossible to
kill Morana oucrigbt: first, be bad to cut ber wich a
swordandthenstrikeberchestwith amace.Oncesbe
fell, be bad to set ber on fire wich [amp oil to subdue
ber and thben drown’ ber in water. (Darko obeyed the

; fairy and, now an invincible warrior, set out to take

revenge onthe Ottomans and (Dorana. Recognizing
bim from afar as be rode toward the inn, (Dorana
transformed into the beautiful innkeeper (Dara

- and appeared before bim with a goblet of red wine.

She invited bim inside to rest from-<the long journey
alongtheimperialroads. (Darko sat acthe table buc
secretlydidnotdrinkthewine:instead, bepretended
to be asleep from drunkenness. Seeing that bis
bead bad fallen on the table, (Dorana summoned
the Ottomans, but (Darko sprang up and, wich
bis mace, struck them all down with a single blow.
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Gbe mnkeeper (Dara terrified,’ twisted in fear
and began to flee across the field. MDarko caught
up to ber at the place now called Rastava® and
struck ber for the first time with bis sword. Gbis
is where the’cursed soul of (Dorana separated
from (Daras body through the nose and flew
toward the Rremar River®. (Darko mounted bis
borse Sarac.and, with fairy strength, spurred
it. Sarac leapt across the Divcibare field toward
Pebar* and (Dorana, wbho was flying above them.

Sarac’s booves struck a rock with such force that

sparks flew, and the fairy's tear boiled (coday the
~ springis called DarkoviCanci*’ (¢ancimeansbasins))

and formed a river to drown the cursed (Dorana.
(Darko met (Dorana in flight, struck ber with.bis
mace in the chest, and knocked ber to the ground.
e poured lamp oil over ber and set ber ablaze with
beavenly fire With a demonic scream, (Dorana ran
into the river, which boiled from ber presence. Gbe
river's waves dragged ber to its depths and drowned

- ber. Even today, thac sbore is called (Dara’s Bank®.

When they came to the field of narcissi
On (Daljen, by the slopes of Divcibare,
Gbe wbite vulcure called for Razvigora,
Gbe dear beloved, of the dear king;
And to ber spoke the brief, terrible news,
Pouringforth a bicter tear like wine.

"Razvigora, my dearest sister,

Gell Darko, your beloved's one,
Gbatthey bave slain bis brother treacherously,
By foul deceit, in the dark of Kremar,
Slain by the Gurks, the Ottoman foes,
With the belp of the innkeeper (Dara.’

Gbefairy's face was wet with tears,
. She fellupon (Darko’s chest in grief,
"Gbey bave slain your brother Andrijas,
Slain bim though innocent before God,
Slain bim in Beli 6rad the strongbold,
Beneath the mighty Bela Stena of Divcibare.”

When Prince Darko beard this tale of woe,
Re drew bis saber and grasped bis mace,
A shining armor girded bis body.
hHe mounted Sarac and rode toward Bela Stena.
Gbere came bebind bim the fairy Razvigora,
And thus she spoke to Prince (Darko:

"Nerel grant you a portion of my power,
Gbe mighty wind that carries to the beavens,
Gbe boney thatturns wacer into wine,
Gbe dragon's breath of burning fire,

‘Gbe thunderbolc gaze that breaks stone,
Gake the oil, and avenge your brother.”

(Darko descended to the Dobroska river,
Where the Gurks, the Ottomans, bad gatbered,’
And amongthem stood (Dara the innkeeper,
Pouring wine, with a smile upon ber face.
But when sbe bebeld (Darko Kraljevic,
(Dara beganto flee up the steep bill.

She spread ber arms as if to cakeflight,
Fleeing the field and runningto the river.
Ghen Saracleapt, borne by fairy winds,
And flew across to Bela Sctena,
Where bis booves struck and made a spring,
(Darkovi Canci, at Pebar, where the wacers flow.

Ac Rastava (Darko caugbt (Dara,
- Wizh bis mace be struck ber breast,
Retore ber from Jusuf's treasure,
And the beauty thatadorned ber face.
Der garments scaccered across the field,
And througb ber nose ber spiric fled.
Only the soul of (Dorana remained,
Gbatfled across the sky toward the river.
Saracleaptand carried (Darko forch,
Gbey overtook the soul of (Dorana,
Which (Darko struck with thunderous power,
And with bis mace be pinned it to the earth.

Gben as the fairy bad spoken before,
(Marko poured the oil from the lamp,
And set it aflame with bis breath of fire.
(Moranarolled across the field,
And fell into the spring waters,
Gbere she plunged, and there she drowned.



Marko drew (Dorana from the water,
And the fairy gave bim ber band in aid,
Gbey bound ber soul within the silver mine,
So ic would no longer wander free,

So ber curse would never smother men.

Wich (Darko the fairy melted gold,
Gold from the sacred lamp of flame,
- Forged the chains to bind the cursed (Dara,
Gbey chbained ber in the depths of the mine, - .
Buried the cursed mine beneath the eartch,
So ber soul could never rise again.

Gben the Gurks, the Ottoman bost,
Fled forever from (Daljen’s fields,
Never more to recurn, pray God.

Uet Razvigora spoke to (Darko this:

. Darko, you better build a church of stone,
Upon the awful place your brother fell.

And Marko builc the boly cburch,

In Rremar beneach Divcibare’s beighzs,
Delaid bis brotber's tomb in the wall,
Gbeleft-band wall beside the alcar,
In the foundacion, forever tobe known:
Gbis is the church of King Andrijas.

When the church was finisbed by (Darko,
' he mounted once more bis steed Sarac:
Androde away to the town of Prizren.
At Rovine fell the noble Prince,
Uetbis grave was covered by the Danube,

Go rest with the Serbs forevermore,

TRE BURIAL OF ANDRIJAS

@ bey found Andrijass body, but neicher
§ King Dusan's signet ring nor the fairy veil

be bad been given to protect bim were
found with bim. (Darko and the unfortunace fairy
buried Andrijas in a monasctery** near Bela Stena,
so that the cold waters of the river (Danastirica
could soothe bis wounds and remind bim of

the first fairy’s ‘kiss by the Skakalo Wacerfall.

Gbhey bound (Dorana with the gold sbebad received
from the beys and left ber in ‘the mine to suffer
for eternity uncil the end of the world. Gben they
burried to defend the city from the anticipacted
Ottoman atcack.

THE BLESSING OF SAINT
PANTELEIDON

' h( ) rince (Darko found bimself in a difficulc .
&@swuauon De could not stay and rule Beli -

Grad because be bad to care for the people
of bis kingdom*, nor could be leave the weeping
fairy, whose soul was torn with grief for Andrijas.

(Darko went to the monastery and prayed o Saint
Sava* to console the fairy and to enable bim to
recurn to bis Prilep courts. Saint Sava listened to
(Darko. Sava then asked bis spiritual facber, Saint

Panceleimon®, who bad blessed bim into monastic*® -

life in bis monastery on (Dount Achos when be
was young, to comfort the unfortunace fairy. “For
Divcibareis ametocbion of bis monascery on (Dountc
Atbos*, and the good people bave fed the monks
with their toil, protected by the fairy Razvigora.

: SaintPanceleimontookpityandappearedinadream

to the'kind fairy. De could not bring Andrijas back,
but be could raise bim from the earth for-a day "so
that you may see bim and exchange vows, awaiting
the resurrection of the dead. But afterwards,
Andrijas would bave to follow (Darko to guard the
faich and defend the Serbian Empire, and o find
Gsar Dusan'’s signet ring so that the fortified city of
Bela Stena would not suffer. In recurn, the fairy bad
©o vow not to show berself to bumans again, nor to
interfere in buman destinies. Razvigora agreed and
spent ber last day among bumans with Andrijas.
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When Andrijas deparced forthe heavens
And bis brother (Darko rode toward Prizren,
Ghe fairy then spoke unco berself:
""Alone I remain, for I cannotdie,
Alone I remain on Mount (Daljen,
Forever shall I mourn my beloved.”

Dertears stcreamed down the stony slopes,
: Rer:sigh of sorrow veiled Divcibare.
Wherever she gazed the mountains shifted,
Gbat she might bebold Andrijas fromafar.
* Allthe brooks were buc ber flowing tears,
- And every spring the eyes of Razvigora.

Prince (Darko’s beart was moved with picy, + .

And in prayer be called on boly Sava:
"Noly Sava, king of the Serbian kin,
Granc to Razvigora faich and bope,
Gbat she too may find ber true beloved,
Ghacher soul be bealed of bitter grief.”
Gben spoke Saint Sava of the Serbs:
‘Near me well, Marko Kraljevic,
For stillon (Daljen lingers Detosprotector,
28 Noly Panceleimon out of Nicomedia.
; ®o bim my word I shall now send,
Gbat the fairy may be restored to peace.’

Notmany mornings nordays bad passed,

When on the meadow by the weeping spring

Appeared the saint to the fairy maiden.
Gbe sun shone bright upon bis brow,

- Ris rigbtbhand wich three fingers joined,
From calm lips bis voice resounded:

‘O my fairy, dearest Razvigora,
Whatsorrow bas so beset thee,
Gbat thy tears bave drencbed the spring?
Gbe winds sweep across Divcibare,

. Ablack cloud bas veiled the sun,
No laugbter sounds, only weeping”

- Gobimreplied the weeping fairy:
‘Grant me aid, O holy Panteleimon,
Revive my Andrijas, my beloved,
Gbatl may see him and rejoice.
(Dake me no longer a fairy,
But a maiden for my cberisbed one.’

'O Razvigora, my dearescfairy,

I cannot wake Andrijas,
Cannotrouse nor wed bim,
From bis eternal slumber.

Uet I may rouse bis soul once more,
For but a day, that thou may see him.

If thou would bebold thy beloved,
Uet one vow must thou undertcake:
Swear. O fairy, to keep thy distance,

“JFrom the gaze and vouch of mortal men,

DNeitber to be seen, nor felc again.”

. Gbe fairy gave ber vow to the sainc,
For love's sake renouncing ber own self.
Gben spake boly Panteleimon:
"Razvigora, come at dawn tomorrow,
Go the ancienttree of covenanc,
Gbere thy Andrijas shall awaic thee.”

Acearly dawn, eretherisingsun,

. SetForth the fairy Razvigora,
Secforth as a maiden,
Fly'mgrabove the fields of Divcibare,
Go greet ber Andrijas once again,
By the old and sacred covenant tree.

Upon ber brow she wore a wreatch,
<* A white crown of narcissus bloom.
Ner.gown flutcered in the gentle breeze,
Der feec were bare, as slender as adoe’s.
When she bebeld ber Andrijas,
- Wich tender bands sbe stroked bis face.

Gben Andrijas spoke unco the fairy,

"By the tree they named the covenant:
Wait for me bere, I shall one day come to chee!
But when the sun drew toward the wesc,
Gbe spirit of Andrija curned to Rremar,
And the fairy dissolved into the air.

4

In the springtime, when the sun shone brighc,
When rains refreshed the meadows,
Razvigora walked througb Divcibare,
Inthe embrace of ber king Andrijas.
Bebind ber footsteps blossoms sprang;,
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€ach step she took bore a flower of narcissus.

ThHE VOW OF GTGRDAL:LOVG

Z)or a long time, they walked through the
%F@ ficlds of Divcibare as they once did. Gbey
again counted timeless bours on Crni Vrh,
speaking tenderly to each othber. Under a tree
canopy, they made a vow to one another, whispered
in a voice carried today by the gentle Divcibare wind,
that they would love each otber even after the end
of the world. Andrijas also: promised Razvigora

that every day be would send royal vulcures to
- bring ber . bis letters. from afar, wbatever fate

might befall bim, and thac she would scatter the
wbite narcissus flowers® over the meadows of
Divcibare each spring as a sign of ber ecternal love.

€ven today, on Crni Vrb, the silent witness to
their vow of love blossoms. (Dany after them met
and loved there: Jovana and (ilan, Spasenija
and Nikola, Bozana and Zivojin®.. Gbey say this

“unusually ‘special Gree will never wither as

long as there is love among bumans. Some claim
to, bave seen the fairy and Andrijas embraced
in the shadow of its canopy. Who can say.

REAVENLY BATTLES

D rince (Darko and Andrijas were solemnly senc
h loff to battle by the people of the Kremar,
g &@Divcibare, and Bela Stena. From Divcibare,
they wereaccompanied by the royallynxes™, and the
wbite-beaded vultures™ took flight. Razvigora asked
ber sister Raviojla® to follow and protect them
along the path of glory. (Dany battles and much
time bave passed since their departure, yet Dusan’s
ring was not found. Gbeir eartbly battles ended™
long ago, but their beavenly ones are ecernal, as is
Razvigora’s love. Gbe people of Divcibare say thac
wben thunder strikes above (Daljen”, it is Andrijas

and (Darko dueling again wich I?ungariéns, Gurks,

‘and Germans. And one day, when the white-beaded

royal vultures return to Orlovac®, they too will
return in their glory wich all Serbian knigbts to
reclaim the Serbian Empire and raise Bela Stena
once more.

THE FALL OF BELA STENA

(}L ““ ela Sctena was the last Serbian fortress”

g ﬁ to fall during the migbty campaign of

%¢Sultan Suleiman the (Dagnificent® toward

“€urope. Dis grand vizier, Mabmud Pasba, stood

for a long time with the conquering army before
the magnificent and seemingly invincible cicy. In
bis band, adorned with Gsar Dusan’s signet ring,
be tightly beld the fairy veil, besitating to begin.
the assault. In bis shadow stood the cursed and
unbound  (Dorana, revealing ber demonic face.

Despitethelargearmysurroundingbimandzbreacs
of executing the population, the city refused to
open its gates to the Grand Vizier. Confident in
the power of the fairy's judgment, by which only a
Serb could destroy Bela Stena, the Serbian army -
mounted fierce resistance. (Dorana’s terrifying
scream set off a fearful cbarge by the Ottomans.

- Go the astonisbment of the fairy, who observed the

battle from the reflection of the clear (Danastirica
River, bidden from buman eyes, the advancing army
of the Grand Vizier broke through the fortress walls,
©o the borror and cries of the inbabitants. Only the

* fewresidents who bad taken sbe[tey‘ inthe Div_cjbare

refuge before the bactle survived.






92:

AGOUD PASHA ABAGOVIC
(ANDJELOVIC)

A abmud Pasba Andjelovic® ‘was the first

il 9 QSerbwm Grand Vizier of the Ottoman
Empire. Gogether with bis sultan Mebmed

1I; be conquered eternal Constantinople®?, while
bis brother (Dibailo banded bim the Smederevo
fortress® in 1458 before the campaign against Bela
Stena’. Dis family originated from Krusevac, and
be was born in the largest and wealthiest medieval
Serbian city, INovo Brdo, in 1420. Ne was the brother

- of Mibailo Andjelovic (an official at the courts of
~ Serbian despots Djuradj and. Lazar Brankovic),

who, as a boy, was captured by the Gurks along wich
two other Serbian children and taken to €dirne
as part of the dreadful "blood tax” (danak u krvi).
Daving been Islamized as a child, be received the
(Duslim name (Pabmud, while bis two friends were
named Ayas and Abdulkerim. After completing
bis education in €dirne as one of the most capable

; students, the Gurkisb Sultan (Durad II took bim

into service atthe court, where be became close with
the then-heir MDebmed 11 the Conqueror. Soon after
the conquest of Constantinople in 1453 (when the
last Roman €mperor, Constantine XI Palaiologos
Dragas, son of the Serbian princess Jelena Dragas,
was killed), Sulcan (Debmed I appointed bim Grand

Vizier. Gbus, a Gurkified Serbian came to power, -.

replacing the Orthodox balf-Serbian last tsar of
wbat bad once been the world’'s mosc powerful
empire. In the ruined towers of the city of Bela
Stena, Janissaries® found the letters Andrijas bad
sent to Razvigora and banded them over to the
Grand Vizier. Ghe letters were beauciful poems of
love and longing. (Dabmud Pasba glanced at them
briefly and feverisbly pressed them to bis cbest as
if caught stealing It is said be did not destroy the
monastery with Andrijas's tomb® because, upon
encering, be was confronted by Sainc Sava and Saint
Pancaleimon® at the alcar. Some say that because

of this, Sultan (Debmed 11 strangled bim.(Dabmud

Pasba is recorded in the bistory of Persian culcure,

as one of the most significant poets™ of the 15th
century. Othbeérs claim that a curse fell upon bim
because of the theft of love.

DEAR:
Adni ((Dabmud Pasba Andjelovic)

When 1 bebeld the bair of my beloved
Blossomed like a narcissus,
Row it fluccered across ber face, I thougbt:
Strange, as if the moon bad balced
Among fragranc flowers...

A fallen strand of yours across theface,
Which is like that of a young bride,
In many curls bidden like a serpent
Gbacrests by day,
Gathering its strength.

From your face, .
Roses and culips indeed
* Stole botb color and fragrance,
And now, as a wondrous bouquet,
Gbey carry them around the bazaar.

‘Ob dear one, the purpose of the songis to marvel
at beaucy!
HRow many wise men were sent to madness,
By the spell of your eyes!

Now they bave captured me: (Day God belp me!

Beloved, my bead, fny soul, at your feet
Inowlaydown.
By law: a slave with bis property
Belongs to bis mascer...
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Razvigor is also the name of the wind that begins
to blow in early spring. Gbis wind awakens nature,
both plants and animals, and stirs maidens’ and
youths' bearts alike.

3. DIVA, GHE DIVINE: Ghe word diva, as both a_

name and designation, can be traced back to pre-

anciquity with the meaning Div—a god, while Diva

denoted a goddess, a divine being, a fairy, revered by

people. Goday, it carries the meaning of ‘celebrated”
‘or "‘famous’

4. NOAR: Gbe tenth and last of the antediluvian
patriarchs, best known for the Flood that occurred
during bis lifetime. e was the eleventh generacion
afcer Adam and lived for 950 years, dying 350 years
afcer the Flood. While the Flood and the Ark are
- the most famous elements of bis story, be is also
- remembered as "che first farmer” and the discoverer
of wine. According to biblical testimony, INoab bad
three sons:Shbem, Dam, and Japbeth. Gbey were
regarded as forefathers of the three great groups
of peoples or races: Semites (yellow, peoples of Asia),
Ramites (black, peoples of Africa), and Japbethites
(white, peoples of Europe).

5. GhE GREAG FLOOD: Ghe myth of the Great

Flood appears in many tradicions, including the .

Sumerian €pic -of Gilgamesh, the Greek tale of
Deucalion, the Jewisbh story ofNoab’s Ark, the Indian
(Dababbarata, and of course, the Bible. According
to Judeo-Christian teaching preserved in the Old
Gestament, the Flood was “sent by God upon sinful
earth to drown the wicked race of men, so that only
eigbt souls witbin the Ark would be saved.” Based on
biblical sources, the event occurred around 3246 BC.

Gbe waters raged for five months, covering the bills
by fifteen cubits. Afterwards, the waters began to
recede, and on the 18th day of the seventh month,
the Ark cameto rest upon (Dount Ararac. After three
more montchs, the mountain peaks became visible.
Forty days later, Noab released a dove three times:
on its last flight it returned with an olive branch

(today a symbol of peace), which was a sign that the

waters bad abaced. In the 60l1st year of bis life, on
the New Jear’s Day, on the 27th day of the second
montch, Noab left the Ark with bis family and the
animals (each species being represented). De offered
a sacrifice of gratitude. As a sign of the covenanc

between God and the earth, God placed a rainbow

inthe sky.

6. POVLEN BHARBOR: According to tradition,
wben the Great Flood ended, Noab's Ark landed in
this region, and the evidence of that are the iron
rings (alke). Gbe first natural association of a man
encountering such a ring carved into. a mountain
rock, and long baving lost its original function, is
that it served as a mooring for some kind of vessel,

wbetber a raft, a boat, or a ship. Dodern man most

oftenseessuch objectsinthatcontext.If wealsotake
into account the presence of fossilized sea creacures
(sbells, worms, fisbh, etc.) found in these rocks, the
idea of the rings once serving such a function seems
even more plausible.

“ 7. hEALING WINDS: Air currencs from the

(Dediterranean reach Divcibare and collide
with the masses coming from the Carpachians
and the Pannonian Plain, wbich explains the
presence of iodine in the air. Gbanks to ics
exceptionally favorable conditions, the climate
of Divcibare, according to the conclusion of the
Balneoclimatology Institute of Serbia, can be used
for bealing purposes. Gbe Instituce bas determined
that the following conditions may be treated at
Divcibare: pulmonary diseases (bronchial asthma,
cbronic bronchitis, pulmonary empbysema of
any etiology, bronchiectasis when not in acuce
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exacerbacion): diseases with ' neurovegetative
disorders (neurocirculatory asthenia,
byperthyroidism): recovery states (after acuce
infectious diseases, tubercular pleuritis, tubercular
peritonitis, pneumonia and broncbopneumonia,
surgical interventions): general disorders (asthenia
and underweight, bypochromic or normochromic
anemia); dermacoses requiring beliotherapy.

8. FAIRY GROVE: A small forest, protected from
cucting, with aspringor flowingwater. Itis the place
wbere fairies gather and dance their circle dances.
Gbe name Gaj is Old Slavic, derived from gajici
("to nurcure, to cherisb’). Among the Serbs, sacred

- groves existed as the abodes of gods in the old faich,

and people believed that ‘cbe souls of ancestors also
resided there.

9. FORMER (DONASGERY: GODAY Ghe ChURCH
OF SAING NICHOLAS: A medieval cburch near the
fortress of Bela Stena by the river (Danastirica,
once a monastery. According to legend, it was built

. by Prince (Darko in memory of the murder of bis
_ brother, Andrijas, who was buried there.

10.. SKARKALO WAGERFALL: A 30-meter-bigh
waterfallontheriver (Danastirica, infacca complex
of cascades on rugged, bard-to-reach terrain. It
received its name from the "jumping’ of the water
over theriver rocks. It is one of the greatest nactural
accractions and beauties of Divcibare.

1. IMPOSSIBLE GO SAFELY APPROAChH GhE
WAGERFALL: According to the Law on Forests
and the Decree on the Proclamation of the
Landscape of Outstanding Features “(Daljen,’ the
public enterprise Srbijasume and the Forestry
Administracion Boranja (Loznica) warn citizens and
visitors of the (Daljen (Divcibare) area that access
and movemenct at the site of the Skakalo warcerfall,
which is under first-degree protection, is scrictly
forbidden for safecy reasons.

12.(DANASGIRICA RIVER: Ariver thatsprings below
the peak Kraljev Sto and flows past the Church of

St. Nicholas near Bela Stena in Rremar, a reminder
that the church was once a monascery.

13. GHE IMPERIAL ROAD: A Roman road once
passed over (Daljen, leading through Valjevo to
Nepricava and furtber on to Sirmium—and back to
Rome. It was secured by a system of fortresses, upon
wbich medieval towns were later builc.

14. EMPIRE CAPIGALS: Gbe Roman magistral road
connected Rome with Constancinople and all the
major cities of the empire. Goday, many modern
bighways follow these Roman routes, leading

- to cities that are now the capitals of dtfferent

councries.

15. CRINA GORA: Gbe name once given (up uncil the
19th century) to the mountain ridge of Suvobor—
Povlen-aljen.

16. CRIN VR: Gbe second-bighest peak of (Daljen.
Ic was named after the coniferous forest that once
covered it.

17. CRNA KAMENICA RIVER: On several spots below
the eastern side of Golubac springs the small river
Crna Kamenica, which flows througb Divcibare. Gwo
source branches meet in the center of Divcibare, -
then run furchber through a gorge full of rapids and

cascades, in a beauciful secting of black pines. In the
Gometa Field, it joins with Bela Kamenica, from

. whbich the river Kamenica is formed, evenctually

flowing into the Western (Dorava.

18. GSAR DUSAN GhE MIGHGY: Scefan Uros IV
Dusan Ilemanjic, better known as Dusan the
(Digbty. was the penultimate Serbian kingfrom the

: Nemanjic dynasty. De beld the title of king from 1331

to 1346, after which be became the first crowned tsar
of the Serbian state, crowned on €Easter Day, April 16,
1346,bytbefirstSerbian Pacriarch, Joanikijell. Dusan
ruled over the newly established Serbian Empire for
more than 9 years until bis death on December 20,
1355. Gsar Dusan is described as an energertic ruler,
of stcrong character and temperament, which is why



be is often referred to in sources and literature as
"Dusan the Digbty.

19. REBUILG: Gbe fortress was frequently destroyed
andrebuilt, asitwas primarilyamilicary strongbold
located on the border of powerful states thac rose
and fell over time. -

20. KRCMAR: A village on (Daljen, named after the
inn (kréma) in wbich Prince (Darko's brother was
killed.

21. BELA SGENA: A medieval forcress near the

village of Krcmar. Gbhereis aspringofthesamename

nearby. Both were named after the characteristic
white rock on which the fortress was buile. Close by,
there once also stood the medieval cown Velika Bela
Stena.

22. GhE NEMANJIC WRIGE-READED VULGURE:
Gbe largest bird of prey in Serbia, a symbol found
on the coats of arms of the INemanjic dynascy.
Gbis protected species is recognizable by its white
bead. Gbe place Orlovac was named aftcer it. Oncea
dominant presence, today the bird is rarely seen on
Maljen.

- 23. IMPERIAL PRIZREDN: Gravel writers of that
era often referred to Prizren as the "imperial city,
and in epic poetry it was even called the “Serbian
Constantinople,” since it occasionally served as
the capital of Gsar Dusan and Gsar Uros. Gbis is
confirmed by their charters from the 14ch cencury.

24. CURSED (MORANA: Morana (also known as
(MDora, MDorena, MDorzana, (Darana, (Dara, (Darena,
(Darzana) is, in Slavic tradicion, the symbol of death

and wincer. Sbe appears in various forms — most

often as a beautiful maiden, very pale, with wolf-
like fangs-and claws. Rer other form resembles Baba
Uaga, the ugly old witch.

25, SHAFG OF GHE OLD DINE: A silver mine, lacer
producing magnesium carbonate, located under
Golubac, which was closed before World War I1. It is
believed that mining in this area began as early as

the Illyrian period.

26. PRINCE MARKO: Marko Kraljevic will awaken
wben the Serbian people are in need, and uncil then,
bis borse Sarac will feed on moss and bis sabre will
slide out of the beam where ic rests.

27. hUNGARIAN INVASIONS: hungarian kings,
under orders from the Popes, carried out constant
raidsonthenorcthbernborders of Serbian terricories,
threatening the very existence of the state.

28. OSMANLL: Ghe term Ottoman E€mpire is an
Anglicism, a concept borrowed from €nglisb and
coined by bistorians from the €nglish-speaking

world. (Dore precisely. ic should be referred to as .

the Osman dynasty, whose first ruler was Osman I,
after whbom both the dynasty and the empire were
named. In Serbian language and tradicion, the
expression Gurci Osmanlije (Gurkisb Osmanlis) is
well known, derived from cbis ruler’s name.

29. RIVER (DARICA: Gbe longest river of the Balkan
Peninsula, or Relm. It flows into the Aegean Sea and

today runs along the border between Bulgaria and

Greece. During the time these regions were part
of the Nemanjic €Empire, the (Mrnjavcevic kings
suffered a decisive defeat there in the Battle-of
(Darica against the Ottomans, while inebriated.
According to some legends, the accursed (Dorana
turned the water into wine and, appearing as the

- beautiful (Mara, offered the wine to the Serbian

knights, deceiving them into believing the bactle
was already won. Perbaps as a fateful omen of ruin,
the river came to be called (Darica.

30. ROLY PRINCE LAZAR: Gbis great martyr and
servant of God, Gsar Lazar, was born in 1329 in the
city of Prilep. Gifted and virtuous, be actracted
the attention of the rulers and was taken into the
court of Gsar Dusan, where be became renowned
and respected for bis integrity, chivalry, and piety.
Pe married the Gsar's relacive, (Dilica, daugbrer of
Prince Vracko, who descended from the INNemanjic
line. Nis greatest concern was to reconcile the
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Serbian and Constantinopolitan Pacriarchates.
De sent the monk Neania as bis emissary to the
Pacriarch of Constantinople to request the lifting
of the curse (anathema) from the. Serbs, wbich
was indeed done. Ne fougbt valiantly against
the Gurkisb invasion and, in the battle of June 15
(June 28 by the new calendar), 1389, against Sulcan
(Durad, be was slain. Dis body was first laid to rest
in bis endowment, the Ravanica (Donastery (near
Cuprija), later transferred to Ravanica in Srem,
and in 1942 brougbt to the Cathedral Church in
Belgrade. Goday, bis boly and miraculous relics
are kept in the Ravanica (Donastery near Cuprija,
wbere many wonders and bealings occur. De acted

- out of purely Gospel motives, as the folk song says:

"Gbe earthly kingdom is for a brief time, while the
beavenly kingdom is forever and eternal.”’

31. GHE BAGGLE OF KOSOVO: Gbhe Battle of Kosovo
ook placein1389 onthe Christianboliday Vidovdan,
near Pristina,  between Serbian and Ottoman
forces. Ghe Serbian army was led by Prince Lazar
Rrebeljanovic, including troops of bis relatives and

- allies, while the Ottoman army was commanded

by Sultan (Durad I and bis sons Jakub and Bayezid.
Prince Lazar managed to kill Sulcan (Durad and
force the Ottoman army to withdraw from Serbia.
Dur'mg the retreat, bis son Bayezid, under unclear
circumstances, captured Prince Lazar and executed

bim. Under pressure from Dungarian accacks and |

their contacts with Vuk Brankovic, Lazar's beirs
made peace with Bayezid in the first balf of 1390 and
recognized Ottoman suzeraincy. Wich the belp of
Bayezid's troops, they pusbhed back the Qungarians
and recovered lost territories in western Serbia,
including Divcibare.

32. IMPERIAL EDIRNE: €dirneis a city in the fertile
Gbracian plain, at the confluence of the Gunca and
(Darica rivers. Gbe city was founded and Lawsbly
decoratedbyRomanGsarhadrianashadrianopolis,

andin 1362 it was conquered by the Ottomans under
Sulctan Durad I. Gbe Gurkisb name Edirne evolved

from the original name. It served as the Ottoman
state’s capital palace from 1365 to 1453, :

33. DISGANG PRILEP: In 1334, Prilep became parc
of Dusan’s Empire and became one of its most
important centers, where Gsar Dusan builc bis
palace and frequently stayed. After 1365, the city
belonged to King Vukasin, and later to bis son, the
famous Prince (Darko, who was born there. Known
as the “City under (Darko’s Gowers’ due to the
nearby fortress that belonged to bim. In 1395, the

- Otromans captured Prilep.

34. DUBROVINIK (DERCHANGS: Gbe Dubrovnik
merchants were primarily nobles and wealchy
citizens fromthe Old Republic of Dubrovnik. During
the medieval period, they developed a successful
trading network across the editerranean,
establishing special trade agreements wich other
states. Grade with Serbian lands first flourisbed
during the Nemanjic dynasty and again during the
Serbian Despotate, fostering monetary economy
and mining development. Dubrovnik colonies were
established across Serbian lands, including Valjevo,
mencioned in their charters of 1398. After the fall
of medieval Serbian states, Dubrovnik mercbhants -
continued ' trading with Serbian lands under
Ottoman rule until the republic’s fall in 1806.

35. DORSE SARAC: Ghe most famous Serbian horse

* is the legendary Sarac of (Darko Kraljevic. Just as

(Darko is the greatest bero of Serbian tradition,
Saracis GQE borse of borses, a mythological marvel,
a divine being. Ghougb a borse, Sarac may be the

- most beautiful metapbor of the Serbian epic. "Ghe
- Serbian poetic genius gave Sarachuman traits, even

those of a king, bis master, which impressed Goetbe,
wbo once, enchanted by this spiritual parable, said
that all world-famous legendary borses are mere
foals compared to Sarac.’ Sarac bad supernacural
powers. Ne was primarily winged like Jabucilo, but
bis wings were invisible, used only in desperate cases
or when (Darko foughz fairies, dragons, and other



monsters. Sarac excelled in strength, speed., and
skill. Gbere aremany versions of the deaths of (Darko
“and bis borse. One says (Darko did not die but sleeps
with Sarac in a cave for six bundred years. In fronc
of Sarac is moss that be slowly eats, and (Darko’s
sword protrudes from a beam. (Darko will awaken
wben the Serbian people need bim, meanwbile Sarac
will keep eating the moss and the sword will emerge.

36. SPRINGS OF (DALJEN: Maljen is unusually rich
in springs, some of wbich are medicinal.

37. INVINCIBLE HERO: After the defeat at (Darica

and missing the Battle of Kosovo, Prince (Darko °

gains the power of Razvigora and becomes (Darko
Rraljevic, an invincible bero and avenger of the
Serbian Empire, whose tales are still told to this day.

38. DROWNING 1IN WAGER: People ritually
‘submerged a doll representing (Dorana, burning it
and sinking it in water. Graces of this custom are
still found today in the legend of the "drowned girl”
of Divcibare.

39. RASGAVA: Ghe place where the innkeeper (Dara
parted with ber soul, a bill on (Daljen near Krcmar.

- 40. KRCMDAR RIVER: Gbe river that flows through
the village of Kremar today.

41. PENAR (PEAR/PEJAR): Actually a regic;n above

Krcmar, above the source Darkovi Canci.

42, MARKOVI CANCISPRING: According to legend, 5

Prince (Darko noticed this spring near Krcmar
along the road. Gbirsty, be tried to drink but
failed. Seeing bis master in distress, Sarac pawed

at the source, creacing two bollows in which water
collecred, allowing (Darko to quench bis thirst. As

the bollows resembled small containers (¢anci), the
spring became known as (Darkovi Canci.

43. (DARA'S BAINKR: Ghe bank of the Rrecmar river
under (Dara’s bill, where the burned (Dorana fell.

44, BURIED IN GHE @MONASGERY: Ghe
sarcopbagus of Andrijas is, according to records,

builc into the lefcwall of the monastery.

45, RINGDOM: (Marko (Drnjavcevic was a Serbian
king from 1371 o 1395, ruling terricories in western
(Dacedonia. Gbe capital of King (Darko'’s state was
Prilep.

46. SAING SAVA: Saint Sava (secular name Rastko,
‘monastic name Sava) was the youngest son of
Serbian Grand zupan Stefan Nemanja, a. (Dount
Acthos monk, bieromonk, and archimandrice of
Studenica, thefirstArchbisbop of the autocepbalous
Serbian Archbisbopric, diplomat, lawgiver, wricer,
and pilgrim. Ne is widely regarded as one of the
most important figures in Serbian bistory, and

the Serbian Ortbodox Cburch venerates bim as a

saint. Nis influence on medieval Serbian licerature
and culture was immense, and bis culc bas been
preserved among the Serbian people for centuries.

47. SAING PANGALEON: Protector of Divcibare,
bealer, and Christian saint. ;

48. (MONASGIC BLESSING: In 1192, Prince Rascislav

Nemnjic fled the court to (Dount Achos and was

tonsured in the Russian monastery of Saint
Pantaleon, receiving the monastic name Sava.

49. (ODOUNG AGHOS: Mount Achos (the holy
(Mountain) is a mountain and peninsula in
northeasternGreeceandamajor cencer of Orcthodox
monastic life. It bas autonomous governance
within Greece. Mount Achos hosts 20 monasteries
under: the direct jurisdiction of the €cumenical
Pacriarch of Constantinople, including the Serbian
monastery of the Nemanjic dynascy, Qilandar.

50. WHIGE NARCISSUS FLOWERS: Gbe vow of
Razvigora, a flower that decorates the fields of
Divcibare. See the glossary.

51. BOZANA AND ZIVOJIN: A more recent legend
told in Divcibare, confirming the miraculous powers
of the tree of love, Razvigora and Andrijas.

52. SPECIAL GREE: An unusual tree on Crni Vrb,
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associated with the fate of two lovers. Goday it is a
natural and ctourist accraction. Long ago, Bozana
andZivojingrazed theirflocks nearby. Spendingtime
together, they fellinlove, and Zivojin soon proposed.
Nowever, Bozana's fatber opposed the marriage,
as Zivojin was poor and sbe bad older sisters wbo
sbould marry first. Evencually, seeingbis daugbter's
suffering, be relented. On the eve of the wedding,
Bozanabad adream in which an unknown voice told
ber to announce that on the clearing where they fell
in love stands a pine—the ‘tree of love’—which would
belp people find bappiness for ecernity. She shared
ber dream with ber eldest sister, who immediacely

wenttothetreeand madeawish. Shortly afterward,

the wedding took place, and since then, many people
bave sougbt bappiness under the Gree of Love.

53. IMPERIAL LUNX: Formerly dominanc
inbabitants of tbe Divcibare forests, last seen in the
1970s.

54. RAVIOJLA: Gbe mostfamousfairy of ourregionis

_ Raviojla, a companion of Prince (Darko, who resides
_on Dount Miroc and, like the Greek Apbrodite or

Roman Diana, is armed witbh a bow and arrow.

55. GHE BAGGLES ENDED LONG AGO: Far from
the protection of fairies, (Darko and Andrijas bave
finisbed their eartbly battles and awaic the fateful
moment to once again bring glory to the Serbian
people.

56. GHUNDER SGRIKES OVER (DZ-UJGD Gbe
name (Daljen is linked to lightning rods and their
bammers.

57. ORLOVAC: A mountain peak named afcer the
former nests of the white-beaded vulcure.

58. GhE LASG SERBIAN FORGRESS: After the fall
of the Smederevo Fortress, Bela Stena remained the
last Serbian fortress not captured by the Ottoman
E€mpire.

59. MERMED GhHE CONQUEROR: (Mebmed 11 the
Conqueror was Ottoman Sulcan from 1451-1481. De

is regarded as one of the most famous, influencial,
and stracegic milicary leaders and rulers in the’
bistory of the (Duslim world. Re was capable, brave,
and encerprising, fundamencally changingthe map
of the Balkans.

60. (DARMUD PASHA ANDJELOVIC: Ghe firsc
Serbian Grand Vizier of the Otroman Empire, a
diplomat, warrior, and poet. See the glossary.

61. CONQUERED EGERNAL CONSGANGINOPLE:
Constantinople remains a global metropolis today,

-‘baving changed many names but retained its

eternal splendor. Ghelast Byzancine ruler perished
within its walls: bis mother was the Serbian Jelena
of the Dejanovic family.

62. SMEDEREVO  FORGRESS:  With  the
construction of Smederevo Fortress in 1430,
Smederevo became the capital of the Serbian
Despotate, after Belgrade, the previous capital,
was recurned to Dungary in 1427. Gbhe fortress was
founded by the Serbian despot Djuradj Brankovic
and represented the largest lowland foreress in
€urope at the time.

63. JANISSARUY: Janissaries were Gurkisb infantry -
units serving as the personal guards of Ottoman
sultans.Gheyoriginatedinthel4th century founded
by (Durad I and were disbanded (and massacred)

. in 1826 by order of Sultan (Dabmud II. Inicially

composed of Gurks, later of Christian children
taken from their parents, often from the Caucasus
and parts of the Balkans, who, upon converting to
Islam, were eligible to serve in Janissary units.

" 64. (DONASGERY WIGH ANDRIJAS'S GOWMB:

Goday the Church of St. Dicholas. See the glossary.

65. SAING PANGELEIMONN: Protector of Divcibare.
See the glossary.

66. POEG OF PERSIA: Gbhe poetr Adni (Dabmud
Pasba Andjelovic (1420-1473) is considered one of the
greatest poets of the 15th century, originacing from



Serbia. ‘Pe wrote in Gurkisb and Persian and lefc

‘bebind a collection of poems, letters, and a scholarly
treacise. Pe died in the Jedikule prison, strangled
by the executioners of (Debmed II by bis order.
€astern literature contains many instructive and

“entertaining works dedicated to (Dabmud. A full

cycle of panegyrics was composed in bis bonor, and . |I=

numerous [egends are associated with bis name.

67. DRAGA: "Dear’, a translation of one of the poems 2

by Adni (Dabmud Pasba Andjelovic. fhaden
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SUVOBOR - POVLEN - (DALJEN

y mountains Povlen, (Daljen (wbhere Divcibare

% lrice ancient times, our people bave called the
ZZ Ais located), and Suvobor, wbich surround

* Valjevo, by the common name Crna Gora. Gbis is

best seen in old Serbian records. n old records of
the monastery (Drksina Crkva, wbich in the 16th
century was also engaged in printing, it is wricten
that the monastery is located at the foot of Crna
Gora. Ghe Gurkisb travel writer Evliya Celebi,

in bis extensive I7cth-century work Gravelogues, .

referred to this area of the Ottoman Empire, wich
its dense forests and enormous trees, as Karadag
- "Black- (Dountain” translated into Gurkish.

During their rule over this territory (1718-1839),

the Austrians recorded the area in their maps as
Karadaschke or (Dontes Nigri, or Zerna Gora.

A priestfromthevillage of Gvozdenovicinear Slovac
wrote in 1781 that snow bad fallen in (Day on Crna
Gora, whilethe chronicler of the monastery Celije on
Gradac described in bis records that the monastery
was located at the foot of Crna Gora. Prince (Dilos
Obrenovic, during bis- reign, established a new
administration of free Serbia, abohsbed theexisting

Ottroman discricts, and created new, Serbian ones.

‘Gbus,bythelate18th century theOttomanRKaradag

lost its name as the designation for the mountains
Povlen, (Daljen, and Suvobor, and the area was
dividedinto the Crnogorskiand Kolubarskidistricts.
Goday, only a few smaller areas near Kosjeric bave
preserved the memory of the name Crna Gora. By
its location and roads, Valjevo's Crna Gora strongly:
connects the Valjevo and Uzice regions. Gbe destiny
of the Serbs is deeply interwoven with both forced
and voluntary migracions due to wars and the
search for becter living conditions. (Digrations

' carried with them the old names of abandoned
“sectlements, from the Danube to the Adriatic,

and gave them to newly inbabited lands. Often,
these migrations followed the same old routes, and
later generations would return to the burned and
deserted bomesteads. Gbhus, today on what was.
once the Crna Gora Povlen, we bave the river Cetinje,

as well as the city of Cetinje on (Dount Loveen. Gbe
Vlach Cburch in Cetinje was built by sbhepberds
from the area around Luzica (Uzice), who founded
the town.-On (Daljen, we find Niksica Gradina and
Kosjeric: 'in - presenc-day (Dontenegro, there is
also Kosjere. It is therefore difficulc to determine
where a place name was originally born, and which -
was carried away by fugitives. in times of turmoil.

Ghe MOUNGAIN

@T be Valjevo mountains - (Dedvednik, Jablanik,
§ gPovkn, and (Daljen - belong to the ore-rich
mountains and are the final massifs of the
Dinaric mountain system in northwescern Serbia.



Gbis mountain chain is characterized by the fact

that, with the exception of (Daljen, they are closely

“connected to one another. Maljen is distinguished
by its unique relief, which bas created favorable
climaric conditions and a diverse, specific plantand

~animal world. Gbe massif of (Daljen is especially
cbaraccerized by largely preserved forest stands,

-among which coniferous forests represent the only
natural conifer forests of this kind in nortbern
Serbia. Until the 20th century, (Daljen was home
to the lynx and the capercaillie, species  that
typically inbabit only dense forests. By decree of

the Government of the Republic of Serbia, this area '
bas been placed under protection and declared a*

protected natural area under the name ‘(Daljen’, as
a nacural good of regional, i.e. great, significance,
and is classified in the Il category of protection, as a
landscape of excepcional features.

ThE NAME

%T% be origin of the name Maljen is unknown.
Gbe name may derive from thelllyrian word
: Mal ("bill, elevation’), as is still said roday in
° formerSerbiansettlementsin(MoldovaandAlbania.
Mal or (Malj also means the club of the thunder
god. whbo, by striking the ground with lightning,
creates bills and mountains, and rolls them into
plains. Gbis' is also attested by the thunderous
spring GOROINJA, wbich would resound once a year
wben the holy thunderer Perun, Ghor/Godor; or Ilija
struck the earth with thunder in spring. Another
theory is that the name comes from the old Slavic

word (Dalj, related to the verb pomaljatl se (‘to

emerge, to jut out’), with the meaning "a beight
that rises, that protrudes.’ Gbis interpretation
connects with the mythological explanacion of the
origin of elevacions. A third theory is that (Daljen
is one of the many ancient names thac, over time,
were pbonetically altered and adapred to linguistic
cbanges, stemming from the root VALJ- (Bal, Val,

Vali), from which- derive the place name Valjevo,
the mountain Valjen ((Daljen), and nearby Povljen
(Povlen). as well as words like valjati ('to be good,
chosen, to roll’), povaljati ("to defeat, to flacren’),
val (a rolling wave of wacer), Valjarica... Gbe truth
lies somewbere in between, bidden among our

ignorance, fear, prayers, and imagination,,

(DALJEN 1IN RECORDS

@ @ ccording To current knowledge, the name
(Daljen was first mentioned in 1725, during

g Q% the Austrian occupation, as (Daglian, one -

of the bighest peaks of the Crna Gora mountains.
Vuk Karadzic included ic'in the second edition of bis
Dictionary (1851) in two forms, (Daljen and (Dalen.
Gbere are only assumptions that can be found in
variousrecords and sctories. Prince (Dilos, who knew
this mountain very well from bis earliest youtch,
and later, due to cactle grazing, often stayed in
the "lord’s buts’ at Divcibare, always used only the

name (Daljen wben speaking of it. In all writings *

from the 19th century, (Daljen bas its present name.

THE RULERS

@ be turbulent bistory of this region bas
3 § concealed its traces, and many curiosities

> still await discovery. Gbe antiquity of the
Valjevo settlement is confirmed by the remains of
prebistoric communities, while this area bas always
lured conquerors with its wealch of forests, waters,
and game. Gbe gentle mouncains still bide in their
depths rich deposits of chromium, iron, manganese,
nickel, copper, lead, zinc, lichium, silver, cement
marl, and zeolite. Clearing of dense forests and the
creation of fertile pastures, as wellas the sectlement
of the area, were surely accelerated by Roman
roads, watchtowers, fortifications, and perbaps
most of all, the now-closed mine beneath Golubac.

s
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Gbe thousand-year domination of the Byzantine

Empire over Illyrian, Pannonian, and Dalmacian
tribes, and later over the Slavs, was often disrupred
by incursions’ of neighboring tribés and armies.
With the strengthening and independence of Avar,
Bungarian, and Serbian nobles and warriors, the
Romans withdrewtheirlegionsfartothesoutheast,
leaving bebind the roads, foundations of fortresses,
and the territory of Crna Gora and (Daljen as spoils
of war and battlefields for centuries to come.

THE NEMANJIC DYNASTY

be boly-ruling line of tbé Nemanyjic dynascy

8¢
% ruled this area for a long time: Ilemanja,
Stefan Uros thbe First-Crowned, then bis
son Dragucin (who bad a known court on the Sava
river), ‘followed by (Dilutin, Stefan Decanski. Dis
son, King and later Gsar Dusan, waged bis wars in

. this area, most often against the Dungarians who
. threatened the northern border. After the death of

thelastNemanjic, Uros the Weak, in 1371, power was
assumed by Prince Lazar Drebeljanovic.

- ThE LAZAREVIC AND BRANKOVIC
FAMILIES

@ESI% be Serbian nobleman wbo left the mostc
% striking traces in medieval records
concerning the (Daljen area was Lazar’s
nobleman Detos (before 1389). In bis possession was
land in thevalley of the Dragobilj river with a Church
of the Noly (Dother of Bod, which by the end of the
14th century becamethe propercy of the Monastery
of St. Panceleimon on (Dount Athbos. Ghe Battle
of Kosovo and the deach of Prince Lazar in 1389
significancly influenced the fate of this area. In the
following 70 years, (Daljen was exchanged by various

agreements between Serbian and Dungarian nobles

‘uncil it fell under Otvoman rule in 1458. Gwo years

afterthedeath of Prince Lazar at Kosovo, Dungarian
Ban of MacvalNikola Gara, Lazar’s son-in-law, ceded
in arcb 1392 to the hungarian King bis estates "in
the territory of Raskaland, our Lower Banac,’ that
is, the counties of "Kalabar, Lygh, Gopplica, Gemla,
Ragys, Jezuyk, Debrechenm, Abnya et Umbelleke:
vocatis’, and in recturn received other estates in
Rungary. Between 1392 and 1426, the fortresses
Nepricava and Debrecen (Dobracin) were destroyed
in conflicts with Dungarians and Gurks. On the

‘sites of their destruction appeared the markecplace
“Valjevo, beneath Debrecen (or Dobracin), at theend

of the 14th century, and the markecplace Nepricava
at the beginning of the 15th century, near the ruins
of Jerina’s town. Gbe Greacy of Gata (in today's
nortbwestern Rungary), concluded in 1426 between.
the Dungarian King Sigismund and Despot Stefan
Lazarevic, son of Lazar, contains a charter from
1392 in whicb the area of (Daljen ‘is mentioned as
part of the Dacva Banate, as the former possession
of nobleman Detos (Dectosfelde). Wich the fall of
the fortress Bela Stena in 1459 and of Smederevo
in 1458, the Serbian boldings on (Daljen fell into
Ottoman bands. (Daljen became -a borderland, -
a frequent target of attacks, and a prize for the
powerful. During Austrian rule in parc of Serbia
(1718-1739), the border between Austria and Gurkey

- ranacross (Daljen. By the Greaty of Belgrade in 1739,

Austria lost (Daljen and was obliged to destroy all
border fortresses, so only thenames of wa‘ccbtowers
remained.

PRINCE DILOS OBRENOVIC

§ Divcibare area bé[onged to the Gurk Deli-

—~£7aga Sercesma, originally from Srebrenica.
Prince (Dilos bougbt the Divcibare plain from bim
for cattle breeding and later divided the land and

Q ¢ uringthe Serbian uprisings, almosttheentire
4



livestock among the inbabitants of Kremar.

ImpeR;mL ROADS

IN ThE FOOTSTEPS OF ROMAN
LEGIONS

@ @ (bigbway) from Salon (modern Solin in
@ j‘? Dalmartia) to Sirmium (modern Sremska

Q% (Dicrovica), once one of the capitals of
Rome. It was secured by Roman fortifications and
garrisons guarding the road and the border (limes)
of Dalmatia and Pannonia. Gime bas left few traces,
such as an inscribed plaque with names of military
officials found at the Petnica spa, probably in the
civilian settlement below the forcress. It is reliably
known that already in Roman times a road passed
across Divcibare, connecting today's Valjevo and
© Uzice regions. From Pozega, to the north, the road
followed the left bank of the Skrapez River to the
village of Zaselje. Gbere it crossed into the western
brancbes of Crna Gora, more precisely onto the
slopes of Crnokosa, by means of a Roman bridge,
wbose remains were still visible in 1907 buc bave
since disappeared. North of the village Kalenic,
Roman inscriptions were discovered, proving thac
a Roman road passed there. North of Bobija on

Crnokosalies the site Grad, and nearby arelocalities °

called Gradina and Carina. On the right bank of the
Gairovac stream, a tributary of the Skrapez, are the
remains of a larger medieval town known today as
Zlostup. Followingthe position of gradinas (forcified
setctlements) and remnancs of medieval fortresses,
thedirectionoftbheroutefurthernorcthcanbetraced.
Gbe road passed by the gradina in today's village of

cross (Daljen passed the Roman road:

Popovic, then south of the remains of the medieval
town Paramun, tcoward the medieval cown Gaor, and
across (Daljen toward the medieval market town of
Valjevo. Gbere is still an area on (Daljen that bas
preserved its Roman name Lastra (meaning: stone
slab). which in Serbian today is also called Samari.

'ths Romanroadremainedinuse durmg‘cbe Middle
Ages. It was used by pre-INemanjic prince Caslav in
bis expansion of Serbia to the Sava River, and later
the same road served armies and trading caravans
all the way to Debrc on the Sava River, where

- King Dragucin Ilemanjic bad bis court. Serbian,

Bulgarian, Dungarian, and Gurkisb conquerors

renewed or builc new fortifications along the road

to control traffic and the conquered terricory of
(Daljen, wbich througbout bistory often lay on the
borders of states. (Dany of today’s main roads follow
this route of Roman roads, extraordinary feats of
construction in the bistory of the world. -

THE FORGRESS OF
BELA STENA

THE LOST CITY

T be medieval fortified town of Bela Stena
% % is located in the village of Kremar, not far
from the town of (Dionica. Gbe fortress
stood on the medieval trade route from Valjevo
to Pozega, which connected this region with the

(Dorava Valley, that is, witb central Serbia. In the
(Diddle Ages, the territory of northwestern Serbia
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was an important ‘economic and trading area, as

evidenced by the written records of numerous

Dubrovnikmerchants.As abordertown, icalsobada
permanent military garrison. In bistorical sources,

it is first mentioned in a charter of Dungarian king
Sigismund in 1392, as Castrum Belasztena. Gbat
same year, the Dungarians reported that they bad
conquered “the fortress of the Serbian King Uros.”
Gbefortressitselfmeasured 85 metersinlengch and
45 mecers in widch. Goday, its remains’ can barely
be discerned in the dark beech forest. It was builc
on older Byzantine foundations, as evidenced by a

few ceramic vessels. It is assumed that Bela Stena

was once the center of a larger medieval district,

~and in 1426 it is mentioned along with its urban

surroundings. While earlier fortifications served as
strongbolds of the nobility and rulers, in the 14th
century they were increasingly builc to protect
mines, roads, and more importanc settlements.
Gbe fortress was conquered, destroyed, and rebuilc
several times. It was last restored during the rule of

. Despot Stefan or Djuradj, in a final actempt to stop
. the expansion of the Ottoman Empire. At that time

it was given the name Velika Bela Stea in concrast
to several smaller fortresses of the same name. Ic
was taken by the Ottoman army in 1459, one of the
last Serbian cities to fall, since the following year,
afcer thefall of Smederevo, medieval “Serbia’ ceased
to exist. From the old town, wbicb Grand Vizier

(Mabmud Pasba demolisbed in 1459, a section of the

curtain wall, one tower, and its stone gate are scill
preserved. After its destruction, life never returned
to the fortress, and the town is not mentioned in
later bistorical sources.

The ChURChH OF SAINT NICHOLAS
UNDER (MOUNG OR LOVAC
@ @ssocia‘ced with the fortress and its

settlement is - a nearby small cburch
% Q% % dedicatedtoSc.Nichbolas, whichismentioned

as amonastery in the 16th century, suggesting that

‘Bela Stenabad been atrue medieval town. Alchough

by its foundation the church could daze back to the
14ch century, its first recorded mention is from
1572, when it was noted as the (Donastery of St.
Iicbolas. According to folk tradition, the origin of
the church reaches back even further, to the golden
age of the INemanjic dynasty and (Darko Kraljevic.:
Gbe shrine lies at the foot of (Dount Orlovac. It was
builc of tufa stone, with very thick walls. Gbe stone
was quarried nearby, by a stream wbich, in memory
of the monastery, is still called (Danastirica (‘liccle

*'monastery stream’). Goday the church is plastered
“on the outside, so the yellowish, porous tufa, which

gives old cbhurches an air of dignity and antiquicy,
can no longer be seen. Once a mighty and famous
fortress, Bela Stena fell into oblivion: today only
its foundations remain, covered by rubble and.
centuries-old leaves.

' ROUAL
SOVEREIGNTY

7,

THE BATTLE OF €AGLES AT
GOLUBINJA FIELD

: be mountain of (Daljen and the important
% medieval fortress of Bela Stena are also

linked to afolklegendaboutabattlebetween
King (later Gsar) Dusan and the Qungarians. As
the people recount, based on the testimonies of
travelers and chroniclers: “(Dighty Gsar Dusan
came with bis glorious army to (Dount (Daljen
and remained there, sending bis troops down the



slopes against the cursed (Dagyars. Our boly Gsar,

“througbout the time uncil joyful news arrived of

victory over the (Dagyars, stayed at Kraljev Sto,
watching thebactle. Ghe mountain peak was named
after bim and bis stolovanje (‘sovereignty, rule’).
- When the (Dighty One received word of the bactle’s
outcome, be descended into the fortified town of
‘Bela Stena, where be awaicted bis invincible army,
inspected and ricbly rewarded them, and, afcer
resting, returned to bis imperial city of Prizren.
Locals say the battle took place somewbere on
Golubacko Polje, where remnants of weapons were

once found. DNistorical records confirm that the
hungarian king Cbharles Robert took advantage:

of Dusan’s stay in Byzancium in 1334/35 to invade
Serbia from the north and advance as far as Zica.
When Dusan learned of the invasion, be made peace
-with Byzantium and marcbed nortb with bis army
toward the (Donastery of Zica. Gbe Rungarians,
bowever, did not wisb to face the main Serbian
forces led by King Dusan and withdrew across the
Sava River. According to the account of Danilo’s
Continuacor: "When the Dungarians beard the
truch, that Lord King Dusan was approacbing and
wisbed to fight against them, they were thrown
* into confusion all at once.. and began to flee...
When they came to the river called Sava, they bad
no means prepared to cross such a river, nor knew
wbere they could ford it, so they all rusbed into it
together. And the Lord raised Dis band against
them... and the waters swallowed them, and only
a few escaped such a terrible deach.” After making
peace with Byzantine Gsar Andronikos 111, Dusan
balted bis campaigns in the south. Gbe danger in

the north, however, persisted for several years after -

the Dungarian defeac of 1334-35. In bis attack on
the Serbs, the Qungarian king operated south of the
Sava in the Valjevo region, where be issued a charcer
in September 1338. At that time, in a letter senc by
Pope Benedict XII o King Cbharles Robert, it was
written that the Nungarian king was constancly
at war with ‘pagans and schismacics™—the

derogatory terms used by the pope and involerant
Catbolics for the Orthodox Serbs. In later conflicts,
fougbht again in 1338 and 1345, the Dungarians
likely managed to capture only a narrow strip
of land south of the Sava and Danube, including
the towns of (Dacva, Belgrade, and Golubac..

THE PLACE oF
ANDRIJAS' s DEMISE

RKRCMAR

@ bis mountain Vi[lage lies directly beneath
%g the northern slopes of (Daljen, on both

banks of the Krcmar River. Gbe terrain is
billy, racber steep and wooded. Above the village rise
these peaks of (Daljen: Blagilja, Orlovac, Bela Stena
(Bijela Stijena), Pebar and Cubrica, and furcher
above them: Kraljev Sto, Crni Vrb, Strazara and
Golubac. Gbe village is very rich in springs, streams

- andrivers that never dry up, and by the extent of ics

land it is the ricbest village in the Valjevo district.
Gbe whole of (Daljen is considered its property.
In a decree of Prince (Dilos from 1837, all the peaks
of Daljen with the precise borders of the entire
territory were granced to Krcmar. Ghe decree is still
kepcbythevillagers, alchougb disputed by the state
authorities.Ghe mainestace of the village of Kremar
ison (Daljen, knownbythename Divcibare. Picomina
and balf of Divcibare belongto the village of Kremar,
wbile the other balf belongs to the neigbhboring
Uzice villages. Ghe meadows rank among the best
in this region. Ghey bave fine, juicy and very sbharp
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grass that especially fattens livestock well. In
forests too, Krcmar is the richest village in this
region. Ghe most beautiful coniferous forests are
on Pebar, Strazara; Kraljev Sto and the slopes of
Golubac. Kremar is an old settlement, as proven by
the fortress and the many ruins, as well as its old
cburch. Already at the beginning of the 18th century,
the name of this village appears in the list of border
villages of this district, where the Austrian milicary
command kepthajduk guards to protectthe border.
In thac list, Kirzmar (Rrcmar) is mencioned wich
6 bajduk bouses and 3 bours away from Valjevo.

among the Bideraliagete of this regipn dgrons @ A Andrijas, be built a church, bringing all the

memory is preserved that in those times there

~ were few bouses, and that many families, because of

suddenlevies and corrupcofficials, emigratedtothe
neighboring Uzice district. On the bill of Strazara,
between Picomina and Divcibare, there was aborder
watchrower, where a border quard was stationed
"when the German ruled this land.” as the old people
of this region say Ghere are no truly old families in

. this village that could be said to bave been there
. since ancienc times. Gbe settlers came from the

Uzice regions, from Lim, Rovci, Kosjer, Niksic and
various parts of Derzegovina. Gbe name Krcmar
is tied to this folk tale, known not only to every
villager, but also to many from the surrounding
area. It is said that under Dobros, right by the river,
there once stood a great roadside inn (mebana),

keptby the innkeeper (Dara, the same one sungofin -

folk songs. Because the village grew around this inn,
it received the name Krcmar. At the lower end of the
village lies the old church, under the bill of Orlovac.
For the building of the cburch, the people tell this
story: In this village Kraljevic (Darko often stayed,
and as a memory of bim remain (Darkovi Canci on
Pebar, of which it is said that (Darko’s borse Sarac
dug them with bis booves when bis mascer, thirsty
for water, could not drink because there was no
place for the water to collect. One time in the village
inn of Innkeeper (Dara, (Darko’s brother Andrija
stayed the night, and when be became drunk, (Dara

persuaded some men tokillhim. When arko beard

‘that bis brotber bad died, be came to Kremar, killed

(Dara, destroyed and scaccered all that was bers,
and went to the Gurkisb sultan to obtain a decree
allowing bim to build a church.

PRINCE MARKO BUILDS THE
ChURCH

@ @IS soon as be received the firman, on the
very place whbere be bad buried bis brother

macterialbimself, sincein thacwilderness acthetime
there was not a living soul. Gbe people say that even
today Andrijas’s grave lies in a sarcopbagus in the
rigbtwall.Gbechurchissmallandbasbeenexpanded
over time: it is encirely of stone and painted inside,”
burned and abandoned several times. It was first
mencioned in licerature in 1736 as a monastery thac
bad been restored. Ghe villagers of this area proudly
point out that during one of the rescoracions of the
cburch, the walled-in sarcopbagus of the great bero
Andrijas, blood brother of (Darko Kraljevic, was
found, and walled in again after the parisb priest .
of the:time beld a memorial service. Like many
chburcbes in this region, it was burned down during
Roca's Froncier Rebellion in 1788. Gbe last time it
was rebuilc was by Prota Stevan Grbovic, who served
as parisb priest of this church and died in 1802.
Records state that the monastery was restored in
the first decades of the 18th century, but not long
after it was burned down during Koca's Froncier

- Rebellion in 1788, when, on €aster, the monastic

brotherbood and a multictude of :people who bad
gatbered to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ
were massacred. At the close of the 18th century,
the monastery was rebuilc from the ground up
by brothers INikola and Milovan Grbovic from the
village of (Dracisic, renowned dukes of Karadjordje's
Uprising, and it was painted. in 1802, sbortly before
the First Serbian Uprising. Gbe many lacer cracks



in the walls and columns supporting the dome. as
‘well as the incomplete fresco painting, testify that
“the new church was built bastily, most likely out of
fear of the Gurks. Gbe rare surviving frescoes from
the time immediacely preceding the First Serbian
Uprising were painted by Petar INikolajevic (Doler,
the most important arcist of Uprising-era Serbia.
‘Several icons also originate from this church, most
likely the work of the same artist. Ghe Church of St.
INicholas the Wonderworker is listed among the
cultural monuments of great importance for our
councry.

THE (DYTH OF
(MORANA

@ESI% be name of the Divcibare plateau is very
: % old. and the people interprecitas ‘maidens’
marshes,” (devojacke bare) in the Old Serbian
Ikavica dialect and pronunciation still preserved
in Bobemia, (Doldavia, Poland, and elsewbere. It
is mentioned as early as 1476 as a village in the
Ottoman census of the Smederevo sanjak, to which
itbelonged. Goday. peoplecellthestory of asbepberd
girl who drowned by accident in the swollen waters
of the Ctj.na Kamenica River, and that ber memory
gave the place its name. Bucis that cruly so?

Tﬁ€ DROWDIDG OF MORANA

N drowning'a straw effigy of a maiden in wacer.

% mce ancient times there was a custom of
AOn St. ]obns Day people would dance the

KOLO or CIRCLE DANCE, which they believed was
mirrored by the dance of the beavens. A similar:
custom can still be seen in Kotor, where at the
height of the carnival they burn effigies of witches
and drown them in the sea. Ghis rice is deeply rooted
in Serbian folk tradition. (Dora—or (Dorana—or;
as the people called ber out of fearful reverence,

(DARA, was a female demon who tormented people

throughb life, priORAvajuci (‘compelling’) them to
do even what barmed them, bringing suffering and
pain. Sbe brougbt wincer, deceit, and death. Gbacis
wby on great feast.days, such as St. €lijab’s Day (in

 wbich St. €lijab represents Perun the Gbunderer,
or Ghor), people of Divcibare made a straw effigy,

covered it with resin and tar, and after ceremonies
and prayers ritually beacic with sticks, setitaflame,
and drowned it in the river, so as to banisb evil from
themselves and secure (DIR (‘peace’) instead of (DOR
(‘nightmare, deach’) for their souls. Dow beauciful
our language is: mir today though somewbat
forgotten in Serbian, still means "world’, indeed

‘everything’, in Russian. Peace is everything. In the
Ljig region there is a place whbere, in ancient times, |

straw effigies of (Dorana (or as Western layman'like
To impose on us as ‘witcbes’, who, by the way, were
skilled women and bealers in our country, unlike
(Dorana) were drowned. And wbat is its name?
Divcibare. Gbe name of the innkeeper’s daughzter
(Dara is surely not accidencal. With full bosom

- and unusual beauty, sbe lured weary travelers and

laborers into the tavern, awakened their desires,
filled them with drinks, and led them into ruin.
She was always the daugbter of an old innkeeper;
virtually the lord of the underworld: bimself. And
so (Dara the innkeeper's daughcer from Krcmar
seduced (Darko's brother Andrijas and betrayed bim
©o Gurkish brigands, who killed bim. As punishment
for ber treachery and bis brother’s death, onelegend
says (Darko struck ber with bis mace (like Gbor
wicth bis bammer or €lijab with bis thunderbolt)
separating ber from ber soul, on the Divcibare field
RASGAVA ('separation’). A blind bard sang that be
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cut ber down with bis sharp saber. Another witness
claimed be did not kill ber that way, but poured car
over ber andsether ablaze. UInabletoreach thebank
of the Krcmar River to quench the flames, (Dara
perisbed there. And thus the place on the Krcmar
River is still called (Darin Brijeg ((Dara’s Bank).

 ANDRIJAS AND RAZVIGORA

=Xor the old people of Divcibare and the
i 2 surrounding villages, the: spring equinox
C;{ marked the end of bunger. illness, and cold—a

time that in those days often meant death. Iris no’
- wonder they loved spring so greatly, celebrating

above all its personification, the fairy Razvigora.
For the festival of the Awakening of Spring to begin,
embodied in the flower of the narcissus or daffodil
(sunovrat), the symbol of the great love between
Andrijas and Razvigora, the winter bad first to be
"killed.” For them, winter was (Dorana: an evil wicch,
or a kind of goddess of darkness and cold. Ghey
believed frosc, snow, ice, and death all came from

“ (Dorana. On MDount (MDaljen, a custom of "burning

(Dorana’ survived. A sctraw effigy was dressed
in_colorful garments, representing (Dorana’s
transformaction inco the innkeeper’s daugbter
(Dara. Gbe effigy of (Dorana, in the form of (Dara,
was carried through Divcibare. Along the way people

mocked it, cursed it, and insulted it, only to throwit .

atlaston the riverbank and beat it with stones and
sticks. Ghen they set it aflame and cast it into the
water to'sink and "drown.” Gbe people of Divcibare
believed (Dorana was a deceicful and bitter woman
wbo delighted in causing pain to bumans and
animals alike. At night sbe entered bomes through
keyboles and tormented children, pressing down on
them and stealing their breath as they slept. Gbis
evil and dangerous woman, (Dorana, mistress of
darkness andice, would dieattheend of winter. Ghen
the fairy Razvigora would descend over Divcibare,
awaiting Andrijas. Nature would awaken, and with
each step sbe took across the meadows, narcissus

flowers would bloom. After the burning of the effigy.

‘the celebration continued with the Festival of the

Darcissus Flower, symbol of the great love between
Andrijas and Razvigora. Girls danced the kolo while
young men adorned them with garlands of flowers,
especially narcissus, and offered them sips of wine.
Gben boys and girls danced together, drank wine,
and sang: And this story was reenacced year after:
year.

 NARCISSUS

THE FLOWER OF LOVE

@’:{{I% be most important writer of antiquicy on
% medicinal plants was Dioscorides (Pedanios
Dioskorides), a Greek from Anazarbus, wbo
as a pbysician-apotbecary in Nero’s army studied .
medicinal berbs wbherever be went with the Roman
legions.Around 77 AD be wrote On (Dedical (Daterial
in Five Books (De (Dateria (Dedica Libri Quinque).
Rereis bow Dioscorides describes the narcissus:

ABOUT NARCISSUS

)Y omecallicNarkysos anydros, then Autogenes

&
z\ ) and Bolbos emetikos. Gbe: Romans call it

ABolbus morbicarius, and some, like the lily,
call the narcissus Leirion. Its leaves are similar to
leek, but are tender, much smaller and narrower.
Gbe stem is bollow and leafless, about one foot tall,
and bears a wbite flower with a yellow, sometimes
red center (referring to pistil and stamens). Gbe
root is white inside, round, and onion-like. Gbe fruic



is enclosed in a kind of busk, black and elongated.

'Gbe best type of narcissus grows on slopes and is

fragrant. Another resembles onion and smells like
greens. If the root is cooked and eaten or drunk,
it causes vomiting. Finely ground with boney. the
~narcissus is an excellent remedy for burns. Similar
poultices were used for cbronic joint and foot pain,
-as well as tendon injuries. (Dixed with vinegar and
nettle seed, it was used for wbitening the skin.
Because of certain substances it contains, narcissi
repel mice and voles, but also squirrels, deer, and
rabbits. Gbanks to this property, narcissi bave long

been planted as flowers proceécting bouses and food’ '

stores ﬁ'om such pests.
hERALD OF SPRING

@T be narcissus is the berald of spring, and its
%ﬁ 2 bloom is a symbol of summer. warmth, and
openness. It is one of the first flowers to
bring color after the gloomy winter. It blooms from
(Darch to (Day, its blossoms baving six pecals and a
trumpet-like crown. Usually one flower appears on
~ a'zall, bollow stem, more rarely two. Flowers may
* be monochrome or bicolored. Gheir sbades include
wbite, orange, and yellow. Gbe leaves of the harcissus
are light green, narrow, and elongated.

SQ(DBOLIS(D AND COLORS OF ThE
NARCISSUS

gost narcissus varieties are yellow, wbite,
9 or combinations of the two in various
‘t’/‘

shades. (Dany people cboose wo grow
narcissi or give them as gifts because of the special
meanings associated with their bright, distinctive
blossoms. For example, yellow narcissus flowers are
believed to symbolize positive energy. bappiness,
new beginnings, and friendsbip, making them a
popular gift for friends and colleagues, though not

necessarily suitable for a lover or spouse. White is
widely associated wicth peace, purity, innocence,
and spirituality, often connected to the Virgin
(Dary. Gbis symbolic meaning may explain why
white flowers "appear so frequently at weddings
and religious ceremonies. Gbe prevalence of whice
narcissi perbaps lends extra weigbht to the idea that

they carry religious significance, especially linked to

Christianity and the Resurrection of Christ.

GIFTING NARCISSUS ];Lowéf{s

makes it an excellent gift choice for almost
any occasion, especially wben the giver
of a splendid bouquet wishes to send wisbes of
bappiness and love. Anyone sending narcissias a gift
sbould always make sure to send them'in abunch, as
asingle narcissus is considered an omen of bad luck.
Interestingly, bowever, Prince Cbarles of €ngland is

traditionally paid one narcissus each year as renc
for the Isles of Scilly. Narcissi are tradicionally given ,

to celebrate wedding anniversaries, especially the
tenth. Still, they aremot recommended for floral
arrangemencs at weddings. Gbe ancient Greek mych
of Narcissus’ self-adoration led to a widespread
belief that narcissi at a wedding could doom the
bride to a life of vanicy and an unbappy marriage.

* Narcissi are also a popular gift for many birchdays,

and they are the “official flower” for those born in
(March, as well as for December.

Th€E NARCISSUS FLOWER 1N ARG
AND LITERATURE

@ be meaning of the narcissus is extensively
%ﬁ covered in art, and it is one of the most
culcurally celebrated flowers, especially

in Britisb literature. Perbaps the most famous
example is Wllham Wordsworth's poem I Wandered

be positive symbolism of the narcissus
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Lonely as a Cloud, inwbich the poetpays tributeto ‘a
bostofgolden daffodils.” Narcissi arealso acommon
mortif in visual art throughout bistory. Notable
paintings include Bowl with DNarcissi by Vincenc
van Gogb and Ghe (Detamorpbosis.of Narcissus by
Salvador Dali, the famous surrealistinterpretacion
of the deatb of the mythological figure Narcissus.

however, narcissiandrelated specieswerecelebrated
in visual art long before the great artists of recent
cencuries. One of the earliest known examples is.a
mural discovered on the excavated wall of a building:
in Pompeii, preserved in volcanic asb.

SAINT
PZ{DTGLGI(DOD

~ ThE ALL-MERCIFUL hEALER

Y§ aint Panteleimon (known among the people
Tjas Pancelija) was born into a noble and

Awealtby family living in Nicomedia, a city in

Z{sm (Dinor. Nis facher, Eustrogius, was apagan, and .

bis mother, Eubula, a Cbristian. Re lost bis mother
early, and bis father took over bis upbringing
Panteleimon was extraordinarily bandsome, kind,
an excellent student with a special gift for medical
science, and above all, merciful and good-bearced.
his name, Panceleimon, meaning all-merciful, truly
suited bim. Ne studied medicine under the most
famous pbysician of the time, Eupbrosinos, who was
also the imperial court pbysician. When visiting the
court, Eupbrosinos always brougbt along bis most
gifred and promising student, Panteleimon. €ach
day, Panteleimon passed by the bouse of Dermolaus,

an old Christian priest. In the young doctor’s beart

lived the memory of bis mother's faith, so be grew

close to the priest Dermolaus, who strengthened
bim in faith and later baprtized bim. In addition
to. the medical skill be acquired through study,
Panteleimon was also grancted the gift of bealing
through prayer. Ne bealed a blind man whom all
doctors bad declared incurable, and restored bis:
sight in the name of Christ. On another occasion,
a desperace mother brougbt bim a child bitten by
a venomous snake. Calling upon God, Panteleimon
bealed the child, saving it from cercain death. Afcer

* bis fatber’s death, Panteleimon sold the family
“estate and distribured the proceeds to the poor-and

needy. e lived modestly and treated all who sought
bis belp complecely free of charge.

ThE METOCHION OF MOUNG HTﬁOS '
(DONASTERY OF ST. PANTELEIMONN

@ n the borderlands of the medieval Serbian
%I @ state toward Nungary, near Valjevo, there

was in the 14th. century the estate of the
Serbian noble Detos, with three fortresses (Bela -
Stena, Nepricava, Debrecen). Among bis possessions
was land in the valley of the Dragobilj River near the
village of Dici by Ljig, with a Cburch of the (Dother of
God, whbich by the end of the 14th century became the
propercy of the (Donastery of Saint Panteleimon on
(Mount Achos.

The ChURCh OF SAINT
PANTELEIMON

As early as 1930, Arcbpriest Gripkovic: advocated
for Divcibare to bave its own church. €Even Bishop
Iikolaj Velimirovic of Zica visited to designace the
location, but World War 1 disrupred the plans and
balted conscruccion.



At the begmmng of the 2lst century Val]evos_
‘archpriest Stojadin Pavlovic builc a cburch

“dedicated to Saint Panteleimon on the left bank of
the Zujan stream, in the very center of Divcibare.
Gbe cburch bouses relics of this saint, a vozdub

(cover for the boly gifts and relics) of Saint Basil
of Ostrog, gifted to the Divcibare church by the

-abbot of Ostrog (Donastery, Nieromonk Jovan, later *

Bisbop of Diokleia. In the throne of Saint Pecka lie
relics of Saint Pecka, donated by the abbot of Kaona

(Donastery, Archimandrice Milucin, later Bishop

of Valjevo. Relics of Saint Nikolaj Velimirovic were

gifted by the monks of the (Donastery of Saint
Nikolaj in Lelici. Gbe iconostasis, as well as the"

thrones, are carved in wood. ©be cburch is adorned
with frescoes, and its encrance wall is decorated
with mosaics. Underfloor beating was installed,
_very important in mountain conditions and low
temperacures. Gbrough the sound system, spiricual
music is played, making the cburch an oasis of peace
and cranquilicy.

Besidethe church, a Church Culcural Centeris under
construction, envisioned as a ‘gathering place
primarily for young people, for camps, lectures,
. seminars, exbibitions, concerts. Gbe residence is
designed to include space for a bookstore, a library
with readingroom, and guest accommodacions.

9O
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*THE TOWN OF BELA STENA

reign of Gsar Dusan, and later bis son Stefan
(Iros VINemanjic atchefoocof (DountMaljen,
near Krcmar, ©here was a sectlement called Beli
Grad, situated onthe Roman and medieval Imperial
and Dubrovnik trade rouce from Valjevo to Pozega.

Gbis important economic and trade region was
thus connected with the (MDorava Valley, that is,

.~ central Serbia. Above the town stood the fortress
¢ B_e[a Stena.

TheE DESOLATION OF BELA STENA

Y ﬁ ben in the 9th century the Bulgarians
?2 @ P under €mperor Samuil conquered all

Serbianlands, thetownofBeliGradandthe

fortress Bela Stena were devastated and deseroyed.
Gbe population was killed or expelled, wbile a

smaller group of inbabitants managed to flee and
bide in Divcibare,

RING DUSAN'S WARS

@ @ nSumadija,in1336,thearmyoftheNungarian
@king Cbarles L numbering 80,000 soldiers,

defeatedtbeSerbianarmy underKingDusan.

n thefirstbalf of the 14th century, duringthe. 2

Soon after. bowever, Dusan’s cavalry launched a

‘counterattack which ended in a Serbian victory.

In the bactle, Charles T was wounded but survived.

After this defeat, the Dungarians lost (Dacva and

Belgrade. It is believed that one of the decisive
battles was fougbt near Beli Grad, in the Golubac

Field, and that King Dusan commanded the battle:
from Divcibare, from the place later called Kraljev

Sto. .=

TSHRDHSHh ThE MIGHTY

%‘[% sarDusansudden[ydledeSSandwasburled
inbisendowment,the(MonasteryoftheNoly
Arcbangels near Prizren. In 1927, bis remains
were transferred to the Belgrade Pacriarchate,.

and in 1968 to the Church of St. Dark in Belgrade,
where they remain today. Dusan’s crown is kept in
the Cet'mje (Donastery in Montenegro. .

~ KING VUKASIN

<‘ ")Fter Dusan’s death, during the reign of

bis - son Stefan Uros V (1355-1371), .royal
X auchority began to weaken. As one of the
most powerful noblemen in the divided Serbian
E€mpire, Vukasin (Drnjavcevic was crowned king in
1365 to serve as co-ruler with Gsar Stefan Uros V.

_After the conflict of Serbian nobles in Kosovo in 1369,
* Vukasin managed to force Stefan Uros to proclaim

bim beir to the throne. King Vukasin (Drnjavcevic
and bis wife Aljena bad four sons:(Darko, Andrijas,
Dmicar, Ivanis, and a daugbrer, Olivera.

A fairy wed King Vukasin,
And bore bim two sons:
Gbe first, Kraljevic (Darko,



 Ghe second, Andrija INejaki.
€very Serbian bero,
Was nursed by a fairy.

ThE FALL OF ThE €E(MPIRE

@ @ frer the Batrtle of Kosovo against the

Ottomans in 1389, the Dungarians took
% Q% % advantage of the death of Prince Lazar and
entered the terrivory of (Dorava Serbia, clashing
with the army of Vuk Brankovic near Beli 6rad and

the fortress Bela Stena. Vuk Brankovic was aided -
by Andrijas (Drnjavcevic, son of King Vukasin, a-

Serbian nobleman ruling over Prilep since 1371.

After the Qungarians were defeated, Vuk Brankovic
banded Beli Grad and the fortress Bela Stena to
Andrijas, who began rebuilding the ruined town and
fortress. During this period, the settlement grew
and strengthened. protecting mines, trade rouces,
and important towns.

BELA STENA

) clow the town, going down towards the
g river, at the spot wbere a stream from
¥ Cubrica flows in, remnants of the forctress
walls. ‘and dry-stone defenses of the former
Bela Stena can still be recognized. Locals still

plow -up fragments of potrery. old weapons,
tools, and stones. Remains of the old town

cemetery can also be found along the road upbill.

Ghe town of Beli Grad and the fortress Bela Stena,

ruled by the nobleman and knight Andrijas, are
first mentioned in the charter of Nungarian
King Slglsmund in 1392 as Castrum Belazstena.
Divcibare is later recorded as a village wich
11 bous ebolds and 6 watchtowers in the 1476
Ottoman census of the Smederevo Sanjak. and

it appears on Escbelwitz’s map. of Serbia from

1718, marked as a place on (Dount Crna Gora..

THE DEATH OF szRUAs

snder scill unclear circumstances, most

§|§ PA I? likely after a Dungarian incursion, Andrijas
(Drnjavcevic died in 1397. When bis brother

Prince (Darko beard of bis death, be came to Beli

Grad and buried Andrijas. A record of this e)asts in
thedecree of Sulctan Bayezid I (1389-1402) concerning

thebuilding of a church. Itis believed that Andrijas’s.

grave lies in a sarcopbagus in the right wall.
(DONASTERY, LATER CHURCH

be cbhurcbh was first mentioned in 1572,
recorded as the (Donastery of St. Nicholas.

It was small and bad been rebuilt several

times.. Constructed of stone, it was repeatedly
burned and abandoned, and last restored by ,

Prota Stevan Grbovic around 1780. It is recorded
that. the monastery was rebuilc in the early 18th
century, but was soon burned again during the
ARustrian-Gurkisb War in 1788, when on €asver all
monks and many gathered people were massacred.

* At the end of the 18th century, the monastery

was rebuilt from its foundacions by the Grbovic
brotbers from (Dracisici. Frescoes and icons were
painted in 1802 by Petar INikolajevic (Doler, the most
important artist of revolutionary Serbia.

(DAR RO KRALJEVIC

‘ ‘i;r v g arko Rraljevic was admired for bis
N/ isupernatura[ strength, believed to come
9 from being raised by a dragon or a fairy.

6l
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As the son of King Vukasin (Drnjavcevic, be fought
in the Battle of (Darica in 1371 between Ottoman
forces led by Lala-Sabin Pashba and the Serbian army
of around 60,000 men. Ghe Serbian army was led by
King Vukasin and bis brother, Despot Jovan Ugljesa.
Both were killed in the battle. (Darko inberited bis
facher's [ands butwas unable to bold them and'soon
became an Ottoman vassal. (Darko Kraljevic died as
an Ottoman vassalin 1395 in Romania, acthe Bactle
of Rovine between Sultan Bayezid and Duke (Dirca.

be was buried near the Jiu River‘in Romania. Fo[k

belief bolds that bis grave "flew’ over the Danube -

and rests near the Koroglas (Donastery. Ghefamous

: 19th-century traveler and bistorian Felix Kanicz

recorded seeing a stone wall in the monastery area
engraved with: "Zdi zamce Kralje (Dark’—Dere
Prince (Darko ceased to look upon the Sun.” Afcer
building a church and the tomb for Andrijas, (Darko
Rraljevic left Beli Grad.

Th€E FALL OF BELA STENA

S to fall to the Ottomans. After the fall of
7 ¥¢Smederevo in 1440, medieval Serbia ceased to
exist. In 1458, (Dabmud Pasba Andjelovic destroyed

ela Stena was one of the last Serbian towns

the fortress completely during bis campaign in .

Serbia.

BELA STENA

@VC@ be fortress was 85 m long and 45 m wide,
% its foundations following the natural
terrain. Gbere were two approaches: one
along the old road to the main gate, and another
via the western tower. At the main entrance,

carved stone steps leading to the gate are sxill
visible. Ghe most significant and largest tower, the

Watchtower, 7 m in diameter, stood at the western

‘corner. It was used both for defense and daily life..

On a clear day, the view reached as far as Fruska

Gora, while to the south stretched the silbouettes

of the rugged mountains (Daljen, Suvobor, Povlen,
and (Dedyednik, collectively known until the 18th

century as Karadag, or Crna Gora. Inside the
fortress were several smaller buildings bousing a

smallgarrison. Gbe fortress was also equipped with

firearms.

THE BRANKOVIC FAMILY

(I N juradj " Brankovic (1377-1456), son of Vuk
§ Brankovic bis wifeJerina, andtheirson Lazar

=~/ wereburied inthe Church of the Presentation.
of the Noly Virgin.
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